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POLITICS 
 
BOLSONARO SAYS HE DID NOT MEAN TO ATTACK OTHER BRANCHES 

President Jair Bolsonaro released an official note Thursday (Sep. 9) in which he states he did 
not have the intention of attacking other branches and stresses he respects the harmony 

between institutions. The note, published on the president’s official website, comes two days 
after the pro-government demonstrations staged on September 8, which were joined by the 
president himself. Read more. 

 
AFTER CRITICIZING BRAZIL’S SUPREME COURT, JAIR BOLSONARO ASSURED THAT 

HE RESPECTS INSTITUTIONS 
After a string of days of high tension in Brazil due to clashes between President Jair Bolsonaro 

and the president of the Federal Supreme Court (STF), Luiz Fux, the President assured that he 
never wanted to attack the branches of the government and affirmed that he respects the 
institutions. In a statement in which he listed ten points, Bolsonaro stressed, “At a time when 

the country is divided between institutions, it is my duty as President of the Republic to say 
publicly: I have never intended to attack any of the powers. The harmony between them is a 

constitutional provision that all, without exception, must respect.” Read more. 
 
BOLSONARO THREATENS THE SUPREME COURT WITH A COUP DURING SEPTEMBER 

7 DEMONSTRATIONS 
In speeches before thousands of supporters this Tuesday (7) in Brasília and São Paulo, 

President Jair Bolsonaro made coup threats against the Federal Supreme Federal Court, urged 
disobedience against court decisions, and said he would only leave the Presidency dead. In the 
morning, on the Esplanade of Ministries, Bolsonaro made a direct threat to the president of the 

Supreme Court, Minister Luiz Fux. "Either the head of this Power [Fux] frames his [minister] or 
that Power can suffer what we don't want," he said, referring to Moraes' recent decisions against 

Bolsonaristas. Read more. 
 
SUPREME COURT PRESIDENT WARNS OF BOLSONARO'S CRIME OF RESPONSIBILITY 

Supreme Court President Luiz Fux made a harsh speech on Wednesday (8) against Jair 
Bolsonaro's September 7th coup speeches. He said that Bolsonaro's threat to not comply with 

the judicial decisions of Minister Alexandre de Moraes, if confirmed, is a "liability crime." "If 
contempt for judicial decisions occurs at the initiative of the head of any of the Powers, this 
attitude, in addition to representing an attack on democracy, constitutes a crime of 

responsibility, to be analyzed by the National Congress," said Fux, at the opening of the plenary 
session. "No one will close this court. We will keep it standing, with sweat and perseverance," 

added the president of the Supreme Court. Read more. 
 
AFTER MEETING BOLSONARO, BRAZIL TRUCKERS PROMISE TO MAINTAIN 

BLOCKADES AGAINST SUPREME COURT 
Trucker leaders said on Thursday, after meeting with President Jair Bolsonaro, that their “claims 

agenda” is against the Supreme Court (STF) and that the roadblocks will not cease until they 
have a meeting at the Federal Senate with President Rodrigo Pacheco (DEM-MG). At the 

   

https://agenciabrasil.ebc.com.br/en/politica/noticia/2021-09/bolsonaro-says-he-did-not-mean-attack-other-branches
https://riotimesonline.com/brazil-news/rio-politics/after-criticizing-brazils-supreme-court-jair-bolsonaro-assured-that-he-respects-institutions/
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/internacional/en/brazil/2021/09/bolsonaro-threatens-the-supreme-court-with-a-coup-during-september-7-demonstrations.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/internacional/en/brazil/2021/09/supreme-court-president-warns-of-bolsonaros-crime-of-responsibility.shtml?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsen


WEEKLY REPORT                                SEPTEMBER2021 

 

Planalto Palace, they told the press that Bolsonaro did not ask them to end the blockades on 

highways and on the Esplanade of Ministries. Read more. 
 
BRAZILIAN TRUCKERS' BOLSONARO SYMPATHY STRIKE FIZZLES OUT 

A protest by Brazilian truckers loyal to President Jair Bolsonaro had largely fizzled out on Friday, 
a relief for industries that feared supply shortages. Brazil's infrastructure minister said in a 

statement early Friday that there were protests along highways in three states - Rio Grande do 
Sul, Santa Catarina and Rondonia - but no roads were blocked. That compared with 16 states 
that had registered highway protests earlier in the week. The nation's federal highway police 

said the protests "no longer present threats of partial or total blockades and are heading toward 
total demobilization." Read more. 

 
WHAT IS A STATE OF SIEGE – WHICH BRAZIL’S BOLSONARO DID NOT DECREE 
Amid the truckers’ strike, a video went viral on social networks showing two drivers in Brasilia 

celebrating an alleged state of siege that supposedly had been decreed by President Jair 
Bolsonaro. The news is fake but has spread among the president’s supporters. The strike began 

on Wednesday, September 8, one day after President Jair Bolsonaro’s speeches in protests in 
Brasilia and São Paulo, in which he criticized the Supreme Court (STF) and again advocated 
adopting printed ballots. Read more. 

 
BOLSONARO SIGNS MEASURE TO LIMIT REMOVAL OF CONTENT FROM SOCIAL MEDIA 

President Jair Bolsonaro signed a provisional measure to limit the removal of accounts and 
profiles from social networks. The measure was announced this Monday (6) on SecomVC's 
Twitter page, a profile administered by the Special Secretariat for Social Communication of the 

Presidency of the Republic. "President Jair Bolsonaro has just signed a provisional measure that 
amends the Marco Civil da Internet, reinforcing the rights and guarantees of Internet users and 

combating the arbitrary and unreasonable removal of accounts, profiles, and content by 
providers," the government publication said. Read more. 

 
BRAZIL’S ELECTORAL COURT CREATES TRANSPARENCY COMMISSION; MILITARY 
WILL HAVE A MEMBER 

After a harsh statement in reaction to President Jair Bolsonaro’s attacks on the Judiciary and 
its members, Superior Electoral Court (TSE) Chief Judge Luís Roberto Barroso announced the 

creation of an Election Transparency Commission to be installed at the Court to monitor every 
step of the preparatory process for next year’s elections. Among its members is Army Division 
General and Cyber-Defense Commander Heber Garcia Portella, appointed by Defense Minister 

Walter Braga Netto. Read more. 
 

BRAZIL’S CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES PASSES NEW ELECTORAL CODE 
The bill was approved by 378 votes in favor and 80 against. The document has almost 900 
articles and reforms the political party and electoral legislation. Legislators will continue 

analyzing proposed amendments next week. To come into force in time for the 2022 elections, 
the bill must be passed by both the Chamber and Senate by the end of September. According 

to rapporteur Deputy Margarete Menezes, the proposal’s goal is to limit the judicialization of 
elections in Brazil. Read more. 
 

BRAZIL INFLATION HITS 0.87% IN AUGUST, THE HIGHEST FOR THE MONTH SINCE 
2000 

Brazil’s inflation in August was once again above market expectations. The National Wide 
Consumer Price Index (IPCA) reached 0.87%, the highest for the month since 2000. In July, 
the indicator had been 0.96%. The data, released this Thursday (9/9) by the Brazilian Institute 

of Geography and Statistics (IBGE), show that in 12 months, inflation has accumulated 9.68%. 
Compared to August last year, the increase was 0.24%. Read more. 
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DOLLAR SURGES 2.8%, HITS ITS HIGHEST VALUE IN OVER A YEAR AFTER 

BOLSONARO SPEECH  
A broad sell-off in Brazilian assets gripped the domestic market on Wednesday (8) and took its 
toll on the exchange rate, with the dollar surging to a 15-month high above R$5.30 as foreign 

and local investors dumped positions amid concerns of a heightened domestic institutional crisis 
and its potential impact on public accounts and economic growth. Read more. 

 
BRAZIL’S CENTRAL BANK PRESIDENT: “WE HAVE AUTONOMY AND WILL ACT TO 
CONTROL INFLATION” 

The Central Bank has autonomy and will act independently with the tools at its disposal to 
control inflation, said on Wednesday (8) the institution’s president Roberto Campos Neto. While 

attending an online event promoted by Credit Suisse, Campos Neto said that the Central Bank 
was aware of the energy crisis but never expected that it would take such proportions. He also 
said that many shocks have occurred in the economy, with core inflation – which excludes 

temporary effects – being “much higher” than the Central Bank would have liked, and with the 
monetary authority now seeing reflections of this deterioration in the long end of the yield 

curve. Read more. 
 
ABOUT 30% OF ANALYSTS EXPECT INFLATION IN BRAZIL ABOVE TARGET IN 2023 

Nearly 30% of economic analysts maintain their forecasts that inflation will be above the target 
of 3.25% set by the Central Bank’s Monetary Policy Committee (Copom) at the beginning of 

2023. The median of market expectations, released by the monetary authority, remains on 
target. Read more. 
 

BOLSONARO ARGUES FOR MODERNIZATION OF WTO AND SUBSIDY RULES 
Brazil’s President Jair Bolsonaro today (Sep. 9) argued for “stepped-up cooperation” among 

Brics countries with a view to modernize the World Trade Organization (WTO). “To address the 
challenges of the 21st century, we need a multilateral system of open, transparent, non-

discriminatory commerce, based on rules mutually agreed-upon and established rules,” he said 
during the 13th summit of the bloc made up of Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa. 
The WTO’s 12th Ministerial Conference is slated to take place from November 30 to December 

3, in Geneva, Switzerland, when its reforms are likely to be discussed. To Bolsonaro’s judgment, 
this is the time to establish better rules on industrial and agricultural subsidies. Read more. 

 
DEFORESTATION IN BRAZIL'S AMAZON FALLS FOR SECOND MONTH, REMAINS HIGH 
Deforestation in Brazil's Amazon rainforest fell for the second consecutive month in August, 

compared to a year ago, according to preliminary government data published on Friday, with 
year-to-date figures for 2021 also showing a slight decline. Forest clearances in August totaled 

918 square kilometers (354 square miles), down 32% from the same month a year ago, data 
from the national space research agency Inpe showed. For January to August, deforestation 
edged down 1.2% to 6,026 square kilometers, or an area more than 7 times the size of New 

York City. Read more. 
 

INDIGENOUS LEADERS PUSH NEW TARGET TO PROTECT AMAZON FROM 
DEFORESTATION 
Indigenous groups urged world leaders on Sunday to back a new target to protect 80% of the 

Amazon basin by 2025, saying bold action was needed to stop deforestation pushing the Earth's 
largest rainforest beyond a point of no return. Amazonian delegates launched their campaign 

at a nine-day conference in Marseille, where several thousand officials, scientists and 
campaigners are laying the groundwork for United Nations talks on biodiversity in the Chinese 
city of Kunming next year. Read more. 

 
 

HEALTH 
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'CMED NEEDS TO BE A REGULATOR IN DRUG PRICING, NOT HEALTH'           
The change in the drug pricing system in Brazil is currently under discussion. Since July, it has 

been under public consultation by the Department of Competition and Competitiveness 
Advocacy of the Ministry of Economy (SEAE), a proposal that would change the regulation 

currently dealt with in Resolution 2/2004 of the Medicines Market Regulation Chamber (CMED), 
an inter-ministerial body that regulates the policy. Geanluca Lorenzon, secretary of SEAE, spoke 
live at CASA JOTA about the drug pricing system and the changes under discussion. He 

defended changes in the proposals under debate and the possibility of sandboxing regulatory 
framework in adopting a new system. “The draft in the public consultation is not by the 

Secretariat, it is by CMED. There is no antagonism between the Ministries of Health and the 
Economy. Agencies generally put up for public consultation a text that is very close to what 
they intend to publish. Not here. It is still a preliminary public consultation of the regulatory 

process,” he said on live on Thursday (9). This public consultation closes at the end of 
September, and then the final text can be published. Eventually, we will take the drawing to 

the final position on the regulatory option to be taken. I hope the approved draft is quite 
different from the current draft. Read more. 
 

LEGAL CERTAINTY IS ONE OF THE MAIN CHALLENGES FOR THE PHARMACEUTICAL 
INDUSTRY, EXPERTS SAY 

Legal security is still a delicate and challenging issue for the pharmaceutical industry in Brazil, 
according to specialists participating in the Live broadcasted by Valor Econômico newspaper 
this Friday (10). "If we have laws, known legislation and with perennial conditions, this changes 

the market's perception a lot. It stimulates, encourages the investment appetite," said Elizabeth 
de Carvalhaes, president of Interfarma, an association that brings together multinationals such 

as Sanofi, Bayer, Roche. According to the executive, although she was a solution provider 
during the covid-19 pandemic, the pharmaceutical industry went through an "ordeal" with 

issues that are being discussed at the legislative level. "I think it was against the wind, in the 
midst of the extreme need for agility, speed, it is a big, serious generator of difficulties." The 
same vision is shared by Reginaldo Arcuri, president of the FarmaBrasil Group. Arcuri 

emphasizes that drug production and development processes tend to take many years, 
requiring deadlines that normally exceed periods of a government and a legislature. "For a 

sector, strategic like this, you can't say 'keep doing it, and along the way we'll decide what the 
tax, the standard, the price is,'" he said. For both specialists, there needs to be more 
coordination within the government itself and between the government and the private sector. 

Read more. 
 

LAW ALLOWING PATENT COMPULSORY LICENSING OF PATENTS SHOULD NOT HAVE 
IMPACT, EXPERTS SAY 
Signed into law by President Jair Bolsonaro with five vetoes and published in the Federal Official 

Gazette (DOU) on Friday, 3rd, law 14.200/2021 changes the Industrial Property law 
(9,279/1996) and establishes the compulsory license of patents in cases emergency, as the 

current pandemic covid-19. In practice, it should not generate so much impact on the dynamics 
of the acquisition of vaccines, according to experts in Law heard by Estadão newspaper, but it 
may have a “reinforcement role”, which is considered common in Brazil. Read more. 

 
BRAZILIAN STATES COMPLAIN ABOUT DELAY IN DELIVERY OF HIGH-COST 

MEDICINES BY THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH           
Health departments from different states point out delays in the delivery of high-cost medicines 
by the Ministry of Health. The situation has brought warnings about low-volume stocks and has 

already led to cases of lack of part of these products. The problem affects medicines whose 
purchase is centralized by the ministry, and which are part of the so-called "specialized 

component of pharmaceutical assistance", which involves treatments for diseases such as 
Parkinson's, chronic kidney disease, Alzheimer's, immune problems, among others. It also hits 
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some cancer drugs. The delivery, however, has occurred irregularly, a problem that worsened 

in the third quarter of this year, according to Conass, the council that represents state health 
departments. Currently, the transfer model foresees shipments before each quarter. According 
to the advice, at least nine drugs have had recent fractional deliveries in more than half of the 

states. Read more. 
 

TECHNOLOGIES FOR THE TREATMENT OF CANCER, HIV AND RARE DISEASE IN THE 
SUS ARE UNDER PUBLIC CONSULTATION 
The National Commission for the Incorporation of Technologies in the Unified Health System 

(Conitec) opened a new public consultation on technologies in assessment, approval and 
updating of guidelines and protocols. Texts related to the proposed incorporation of drugs for 

patients with cancer and HIV undergoing treatment in SUS receive contributions. Rare diseases 
also appear on the agenda with the proposal to update the Clinical Protocol and Therapeutic 
Guidelines for Multiple Sclerosis. Interested parties have until the 29th of this month to 

participate. Read more. 
 

DESPITE THE DELTA VARIANT, BRAZIL IS EXPERIENCING GREATER 
EPIDEMIOLOGICAL "COMFORT", SAYS QUEIROGA             
The Minister of Health, Marcelo Queiroga, said this Wednesday (8) that Brazil is currently in an 

epidemiological scenario of "greater comfort", despite community transmission of the delta 
variant. In a hearing in the Senate, Queiroga said that the advance of vaccination was 

fundamental for this calmer situation. According to Economic Value he also confirmed the 
expectation of completion of vaccination for adults by the end of October. According to the 
minister, the government will complete next Wednesday the distribution of enough vaccines to 

immunize the entire adult population with the first dose. About the application of the third dose 
in the elderly and people with comorbidities, Queiroga confirmed that it will be done with Pfizer's 

vaccine. The decision considered technical issues and also the availability of the immunizing 
agent. Read more. 

 
BRAZIL’S SÃO PAULO IS SHORT OF ASTRAZENECA VACCINES FOR SECOND DOSE 
However, the Ministry of Health says it does not owe the state of São Paulo any batches of the 

second dose. 2.8 million doses have not yet been sent because the interval between the first 
and second dose will only occur at the end of the month. Read more. 

 
MINISTRY OF HEALTH RULES OUT CORONAVAC FOR BOOSTER VACCINATION IN 2022  
According to Economic Value pressure from Governor João Doria (PSDB) for the use of the 

immunizing agent in the application of the third dose in the elderly met with resistance from 
Minister Marcelo Queiroga, who has made strong statements. One of the most attacked points 

is the delay of the Butantan Institute to request the definitive registration of the vaccine to the 
National Health Surveillance Agency (Anvisa). Since January, when it began to be applied, 
Coronavac has only been authorized for emergency use, unlike Pfizer and AstraZeneca, which 

have already obtained final registration. The suspicion in the government — shared by the 
technical area of Anvisa — is that Butantan is postponing the request for fear that new data 

attest to global effectiveness below the 50% minimum required. One of the indications would 
be the institute's refusal to send the complete data of the tests carried out in the city of Serrana 
(SP). In order to obtain the definitive record, Butantan would have to present more complete 

data on the clinical tests carried out on the volunteers, which, at least in theory, could interfere 
with the efficiency rate presented at the time of the emergency request. At the time, 

Coronavac's performance was 50.38%, very close to the minimum required. Read more. 
 
BRAZILIAN REGULATOR STILL UNSATISFIED WITH SAFETY OF 12 MLN CORONAVAC 

DOSES 
Brazil's federal health regulator said on Wednesday that documents provided by a Sao Paulo 

biomedical center attesting to the safety of over 12 million doses of the Coronavac COVID-19 
vaccine were insufficient to ensure their safety. Last week, the regulator, known as Anvisa, 
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suspended the use of millions of doses of the vaccine developed by China's Sinovac Biotech Ltd 

(SVA.O), as they were produced in a plant that had not been authorized by the authority. 
Anvisa said in a statement at the time that it was alerted by the Butantan biomedical institute, 
which has partnered with Sinovac to locally fill and finish the vaccines, that roughly 12.1 million 

doses sent to Brazil had been made at the plant. Read more. 
 

BRAZIL V ARGENTINA SUSPENDED AFTER HEALTH OFFICIALS INTERVENE OVER 
QUARANTINE BREACH 
A World Cup qualifier between Argentina and Brazil was suspended amid farcical scenes on 

Sunday after Brazilian health authorities accused a number of Premier League players of 
violating the country's COVID-19 quarantine rules. Read more. 

 
COVID-19: BRAZIL REPORTS 30,891 CASES, 753 DEATHS IN 24H 
In 24 hours, 30,891 new cases of COVID-19 and 753 deaths from the disease were registered 

across Brazil. The data were published by the country’s Ministry of Health in its daily report, 
released Thursday (Sep. 9). The figures take the nation’s total death toll to 585,174. According 

to the ministry, the country saw its moving average (total amount of fatalities in a week divided 
by seven) reach 543, the lowest since December 6. Read more. 
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