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POLITICS 
 
BRAZIL APPELLATE COURT AUTHORIZES REOPENING OF INVESTIGATION INTO 

2018 KNIFE ATTACK AGAINST BOLSONARO 
An appellate court on Wednesday authorized the reopening of investigations into the potential 

involvement of an accomplice or principal in the attack suffered by Jair Bolsonaro while 
campaigning for the presidency of Brazil. Read more. 
 

CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES PASSES CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT TO ALLOW SOCIAL 
AID SPENDING IN AN ELECTION YEAR 

In a narrow victory for the government, the Chamber of Deputies approved early this Thursday 
(4), in the first round of votes, the basic text of the proposed amendment to the Constitution 

to allow the expansion of public spending and makes viable the expansion of Auxílio Brasil 
promised by President Jair Bolsonaro (no party) in an election year. Read more. 
 

BRAZIL BYPASSES MERCOSUR AND UNILATERALLY REDUCES ITS EXTERNAL 
TARIFFS BY 10% 

The reduction of the external tariff of the bloc that Brazil shares with Argentina, Uruguay, and 
Paraguay has been discussed for months and has been virtually agreed, although not 
formalized. Read more. 

 
INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION IN BRAZIL DECLINES BY 0.4% IN SEPTEMBER, IS 3.2% 

LOWER THAN IN FEBRUARY 2020 
The Brazilian industrial production shrank 0.4% in September, compared to August, according 
to the Monthly Industrial Survey - Physical Production (PIM-PF), released on Thursday (04) by 

the Brazilian Institute of Geography and Statistics (IBGE). In August, the indicator had a drop 
of 0.7% in the seasonally adjusted series. With the September result, the industry was 3.2% 

below the pre-pandemic level in February 2020. Moreover, it is also 19.4% below the record 
level of the survey, recorded in May 2011. Read more. 
 

UNEMPLOYMENT DOUBLES, AND INFLATION FOR THE POOR SOARS 40% 
During the coronavirus pandemic, the poorest of the Brazilian population has faced a crushing 

weakening of purchasing power. Food inflation, the main group of products consumed by this 
stratum, rose by almost 40% – half of that in the last 12 months, when official indices advanced 
10%. Unemployment grew by 8.5 percentage points, after a 21% jump from 2014 to 2019. 

The result of this combination is the increase in hunger and poverty in the country. Read more. 
 

NUMBER OF INDEBTED FAMILIES IN BRAZIL HITS NEW RECORD IN OCTOBER 
Over 12 million Brazilian families were in debt in October, the highest figure in 11 years and a 
new record for the country, reported Thursday (4) the National Confederation of Trade in 

Goods, Services and Tourism (CNC). Read more. 
 

COP26: BRAZIL BETS ON ECOTOURISM TO PRESERVE THE ENVIRONMENT 
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According to the Minister of Tourism, Gilson Machado, before the arrival of Covid-19, the search 

for ecotourism corresponded to 10% of the searches on the internet. Now, this percentage has 
risen to 54%. Read more. 
 

COP26: STATE GOVERNORS LAUNCH GREEN BRAZIL CONSORTIUM 
State governors members of the Governors for Climate movement on Thursday, November 4, 

launched the "Consórcio Brasil Verde" (Green Brazil Consortium) in Glasgow, Scotland. Read 
more. 
 

“BRAZIL IS NOT, AND WILL NEVER BE, AN ENVIRONMENTAL VILLAIN,” SAYS 
BRAZIL VP MOURÃO 

During his participation in the third edition of the Mercosur International Trade and Services 
Conference this Friday (5), Vice President Hamilton Mourão spoke again about the 
environmental issue. Read more. 

 
WATER CRISIS WILL SHRINK BRAZIL’S GDP BY 0.11 % THIS YEAR  

The estimate is from the National Confederation of Industry (CNI), which points out that the 
high cost of electricity will also cause household consumption to fall this year by R$7 billion 
(US$1.25 billion). Read more. 

 
BRAZIL IS LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRY WITH HIGHEST CONFIDENCE LEVEL IN ITS 

PROFESSIONALS 
Brazil is the Latin American country with the highest overall confidence index in the perception 
of the nation's professionals, according to a global survey conducted by Ipsos international 

consulting firm in 28 countries. Read more. 
 

 

HEALTH 
 
MINISTER OF HEALTH AND PRESIDENT OF THE SUPREME COURT DEBATE THE 

JUDICIALIZATION OF HEALTH  
The Minister of Health, Marcelo Queiroga, met on Thursday (4) with the president of the 

Supreme Court (STF), Luiz Fux, to discuss the judicialization of health, according to Agência 
Brasil. In July, Fux ordered the federal government to guarantee the supply of the drug 
Zolgensma to a child with Spinal Muscular Atrophy (SMA). Accompanied by the Minister of 

Attorney-General of the Union (AGU), Bruno Bianco, Queiroga delivered memorials with the 
Ministry of Health's position on medicines for rare diseases. According to the Minister of Health, 

the judicialization of health reverses priorities and burdens the public health system. “These 
are extremely costly medications. It's a sensitive agenda, we are sensitized with these children, 
with their families, but we have to be sure that we are offering a public policy that brings 

results, which are capable of improving the lives of these children”, he said. Read more. 
 

ANS APPROVES THE FIRST AUTOMATIC INCORPORATION IN THE LIST OF 
PROCEDURES AS ESTABLISHED BY PROVISIONAL MEASURE ON HEALTH INSURANCE 
PLANS         

This Friday (5th), the 8th extraordinary meeting of the Collegiate Board of the National 
Supplementary Health Agency (ANS) was held. They approved at the meeting a resolution to 

incorporate in the List of Procedures an anti-glaucomatous surgery with the implantation of 
drainage stents. The treatment was approved to be offered by SUS in October, when Provisional 
Measure 1067/2021 was in effect, which requires the automatic inclusion by ANS of products 

incorporated by Conitec. Read more. 
 

PROVISIONAL MEASURE THAT CHANGES THE UPDATE OF THE ANS LIST IS EXTENDED 
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The Board of Directors of the National Congress extended for 60 days the period for analysis of 

Provisional Measure 1067/2021, which amends Law No. 9,656, of June 3, 1998, to provide for 
the process of updating coverage in supplementary health. Thus, the deadline for analysis, 
which would be until November 1st, is now until February 10th, 2022. Read more. 

 
PFIZER TESTS ANTI–COVID-19 DRUG IN BRAZILIANS 

The clinical tests of a drug against COVID-19 started being conducted in Brazil. Developed by 
Pfizer, the research uses molecule PF-07321332, an antiviral of the class of protease inhibitors. 
According to the pharmaceutical company, the medicine, administered orally, has shown 

potential to be used against the novel coronavirus. Read more. 
 

CONEP REPORTS IRREGULARITIES IN A CLINICAL TRIAL CONDUCTED WITH THE 
USE OF PROXALUTAMIDE AGAINST COVID-19 
In a public hearing of the Social Security and Family Committee of the Chamber of Deputies 

this Thursday (4), the National Research Ethics Commission (Conep) reported several 
irregularities in a study conducted with the use of proxalutamide against Covid-19, including 

the lack of details about the death of 200 people. The Public Ministry is investigating the case. 
Read more. 
 

ANVISA CUTS DOWN ON ANALYSIS TIME TO APPROVE CLINICAL TRIALS OF 
VACCINES  

The National Health Surveillance Agency (Anvisa) published, this Wednesday (11/4), a rule that 
reduced the deadline for analyzing requests for clinical studies to produce vaccines and 
medicines. Now there will be 120 calendar days for evaluation by the regulatory body, before 

there were 180, informed Correio Braziliense. Resolution No. 573/2021 urgently and 
temporarily amends Resolution No. 9, of February 20, 2015. Thus, the amendment is effective 

from now on and remains in force until 120 days after the Ministry of Health declares the end 
of public health emergency due to the pandemic. Read more. 

 
ANVISA PRESENTS A PANEL THAT ALLOWS ACCESS TO REGULATORY PROJECTS 
DEVELOPED BY THE AGENCY'S TECHNICAL AREAS               

On Wednesday (3), Anvisa presented a dynamic and informative panel to monitor regulatory 
projects developed by the technical areas of Anvisa. Focusing on knowledge, planning and 

monitoring of the 2021-2023 Regulatory Agenda, the panel presents three informative sections 
that provide general data on regulatory projects, descriptive and project planning and execution 
forms, as well as a detailed table for consultations. Read more. 

 
COVID-19: BRAZIL LABOR ORDINANCE BANS DISMISSING WORKERS WHO REFUSE 

VACCINATION 
The Brazilian government yesterday ordered a ban on dismissals for just cause of workers who 
choose not to be vaccinated against Covid-19, according to a Ministry of Labor and Welfare 

ordinance. Read more. 
 

SÃO PAULO GOVERNMENT PLANS EASE USE OF MASKS ON DECEMBER 1ST 
The government of São Paulo announced this Wednesday (3) that it plans to ease the use of 
masks in open environments throughout the state as of December 1st. The government of João 

Doria (PSDB) attributed the measure to the drop in the number of cases and deaths caused by 
Covid. For three consecutive days the capital of São Paulo has registered just one daily death. 

Read more. 
 
BLUE NOVEMBER CAMPAIGN MOBILIZES SENATORS FOR THE PREVENTION OF 

PROSTATE CANCER 
Senators highlighted this week on social networks the beginning of the November Blue 

campaign, to make men aware of the importance of early diagnosis in curing prostate cancer. 
Next Monday (8), at 10 am, the Plenary will promote a special session to draw attention to care 
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for male diseases. The National Congress building will be illuminated in blue until the 16th of 

this month. Read more. 
 
SURGERY TO REMOVE THE PROSTATE FOR CANCER DROPS MORE THAN 20% IN THE 

SUS IN THE PANDEMIC 
Data released by the Brazilian Society of Urology (SBU) this Monday (1) show that the Covid-

19 pandemic impacted surgeries to remove the prostate for cancer. According to the SBU, there 
was a reduction of 21.5% in the comparison between 2019 and 2020, reported the G1. In 
addition to treatment, the diagnosis of the disease also suffered from the pandemic – there 

was a 27% drop in PSA tests and 21% in prostate biopsies. The number of urological 
consultations in the Unified Health System (SUS) also dropped by 33.5%. For the president of 

the SBU, Antonio Carlos Pompeo, the drop in numbers is worrying. After non-melanoma skin 
cancer, prostate cancer is the most frequent tumor in men. According to the National Cancer 
Institute (Inca), 65,840 new cases are expected for 2021, but many may not even have been 

diagnosed. Data from the Mortality Information System (SIM), also obtained by the SBU, show 
that prostate cancer mortality has increased by about 10% in five years, rising from 14,542 

(2015) to 16,033 (2019). Read more. 
 
NATIONAL CONGRESS WILL HAVE LIGHTING IN SUPPORT OF PROSTATE CANCER 

PREVENTION MONTH 
The National Congress will receive blue lighting from Tuesday (2) to Sunday (7), as part of the 

November Blue campaign, to prevent prostate cancer. The lighting was requested by senator 
Nelsinho Trad (PSD-MS), by deputy Dr. Frederico (Patriota-MG) and by the Ministry of Health.  
Also, on the initiative of Senator Nelsinho Trad (PSD-MS), it will be held next Monday (8), a 

special session at the Federal Senate Plenary with the aim of commemorating the campaign 
and raising awareness about male diseases. The debate will be attended by a representative of 

the Ministry of Health; Representative of the Brazilian Society of Urology; Representative of 
the Brazilian Society of Urology; Dr. Clarissa Mathias, president of the Brazilian Society of 

Clinical Oncology; Dr. Fernando Maluf, oncologist and president of Instituto Vencer o Câncer; 
Luciana Holtz, president of the Oncoguia Institute; and Marlene Oliveira, president of Instituto 
Lado a Lado. Read more. 

 
NATIONAL CONGRESS WILL HAVE LIGHTING IN SUPPORT OF THE NATIONAL 

MONTH OF AWARENESS OF FAMILY CHILOMICRONEMIA SYNDROME 
The National Congress receives, this Monday (1st), lighting in red in support of the National 
Month of Awareness of Chylomicronemia Syndrome (SQF), a rare genetic disease. The lighting 

initiative came from senators Romário (PL-RJ) and Flávio Arns (Podemos-PR). Read more. 
 

BRAZIL SENATE BANS DISCRIMINATION AGAINST HOMOSEXUAL BLOOD DONORS 
The bill, which will now be sent to the Chamber of Deputies, includes a provision in the National 
Policy on Blood Components and Hemoderivatives, and establishes penalties for 

noncompliance. Rapporteur Senator Humberto Costa highlighted the Federal Supreme Court 
(STF) legal backing, which in 2020 ruled that a 2016 Ministry of Health ordinance was 

unconstitutional. In the regulation, the Ministry considered men who had had sex with other 
men ineligible to donate blood for 12 months. Read more. 
 

PATENTS ARE THE ENGINE OF INNOVATION 
When we see an innovative product, it is common to think about the success of the company 

that developed it and its sales potential, but little can be imagined that this process has gone 
through countless unsuccessful attempts. In the research and development of innovative drugs, 
for example, out of every 10,000 molecules researched, only one effectively becomes a drug 

available on the shelves for patients1. The other possibilities are abandoned at some point 
along the way, for various reasons. "The patent serves to reward not only the attempt that 

worked, but also all the others that were not successful, and also to enable new investments 
in research", described economist Ricardo Amorim during the panel "Intellectual property and 
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the future of innovation in health”, presented by journalist Rita Lisauskas and sponsored by 

Janssen, Johnson & Johnson pharmacist, within the program of the Summit Saúde Brasil 2021, 
at Estadão. Read more. 
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