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POLITICS 
 
PRESIDENT BIDEN INVITES 40 WORLD LEADERS TO LEADERS SUMMIT ON CLIMATE 

Today, President Biden invited 40 world leaders to the Leaders Summit on Climate he will host 
on April 22 and 23.  The virtual Leaders Summit will be live streamed for public viewing. 

President Jair Bolsonaro is on the list. Read more. 
 
SURVEY SHOWS THAT BRAZILIANS UNDERESTIMATED THE PANDEMIC AND BLAME 

POLITICIANS 
For the first time, 20% of Brazilians attribute the critical scenario of the pandemic to all 

politicians holding elective positions - the rate was 6% in May 2020. In the executive branch, 
29.4% blame the president and 11.2% blame governors. Read more. 
 

BOLSONARO ANNOUNCES NEW HEALTH COMMITTEE, PROCLAIMING UNITY OF ALL 
GOVERNMENT BRANCHES 

After meeting with allied governors and Legislative and Judiciary officials, President Jair 
Bolsonaro spoke on Wednesday morning, March 24th. The meeting had been called to discuss 
Brazil’s response to the pandemic after record breaking deaths and the collapse of the health 

system. In his speech, Bolsonaro said that the meeting demonstrates the union of all 
government branches, with the “intention of minimizing the effects of the pandemic” and 

putting “life in first place.” Read more. 
 
BRAZIL’S BAR ASSOCIATION WANTS TO BRING CRIMINAL CHARGES AGAINST 

BOLSONARO FOR PANDEMIC MISMANAGEMENT  
The OAB charges the president with the crimes of endangering the life or health of others, 

violation of preventive health measures, irregular use of public funds or income, and 
malfeasance in office. Read more. 
 

BRAZIL SUPREME COURT TOSSES EVIDENCE AGAINST LULA IN CORRUPTION CASES  
With Justice Carmem Lucia’s unexpected reversal, the Supreme Court was poised to throw out 

evidence in the corruption cases against the leftist former president, strengthening his potential 
candidacy for the 2022 presidential elections.  Read more. 
 

BRAZIL’S LULA BLAMES BOLSONARO FOR THE “GREATEST GENOCIDE IN OUR 
HISTORY” 

Lula has the possibility of challenging Bolsonaro in the presidential elections scheduled for next 
year, following the decision of the Supreme Court annulling his conviction, recalls the media. 

Read more. 
 
AFTER STF CONFIRMS BIAS OF MORO, BRAZIL’S LOWER HOUSE PRESIDENT SAYS 

LAVA JATO “DOES NOT DESERVE THE FORGIVENESS OF HISTORY”  
The decision by the Second Panel of the STF (Federal Supreme Court) that former judge Sergio 

Moro was biased in convicting former President Lula is a historical review of the Lava Jato, but 
the partiality of the operation “can never deserve the forgiveness of history,” said the speaker 
of the Lower House, federal deputy Arthur Lira (PP-AL). Read more. 

   

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/03/26/president-biden-invites-40-world-leaders-to-leaders-summit-on-climate/
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LIRA DEMANDS REACTION FROM THE BOLSONARO GOVERNMENT ON THE CRISIS 
AND THREATENS CONGRESS WITH "BITTER REMEDIES"  
After meeting with President Jair Bolsonaro to discuss the creation of a committee to manage 

the fight against Covid-19, Congressional leader Arthur Lira (PP-AL), raised his tone against 
the government when speaking at the plenary. He said that if there is no course correction, the 

crisis could result in "bitter political remedies'' to be used by Congress, some fatal. Read more. 
 
PRESSURE GROWS ON BOLSONARO TO DITCH TOP DIPLOMAT OVER COVID-19 

FAILURES 
Brazil’s Jair Bolsonaro is facing growing calls to replace his Foreign Minister Ernesto Araujo over 

failures in the country’s COVID-19 response, the latest sign of mounting pressure on the 
president to improve his handling of the pandemic. Read more. 
 

BRAZILIAN REAL (R$) FALLS OVER 2% AS SPIRALING PANDEMIC UNDERMINES 
OUTLOOK 

The U.S. dollar jumped 2.20% on Wednesday, March 24th, and recorded the highest daily rise 
in six months, climbing back above R$5.60, in a movement driven by worsening risk perception 
related to Brazil as the pandemic explodes in the country and threatens the prospect of 

economic recovery and debate on reforms. Morgan Stanley downgraded its growth forecast for 
the Brazilian economy from 4.3% to 3.5% in 2021, citing impacts from the worsening health 

crisis and persistent fiscal and now inflationary uncertainty. Read more. 
 
53% OF BRAZILIANS ARE ABLE TO MAINTAIN THEMSELVES FOR LESS THAN 3 

MONTHS SHOULD THEY LOSE THEIR INCOME  
More than half of the Brazilians – precisely 53% – could cover their own expenses for, at most, 

three months without borrowing money if they lost their main source of income. There is one 
further detail: for about 30%, the limit would be less than a month. Read more. 

 
BRAZIL’S UNEMPLOYMENT RATE TO STAND AT 14.6% IN 2021, UP FROM 13.5% IN 
2020, SAYS CNI  

The proportion of unemployed may reach its highest level in 2021, with an average 
unemployment rate of 14.6%, projects the National Confederation of Industry (CNI). In a report 

released on Monday, March 22nd, the entity considered that, in the basic economic scenario, 
the recovery of activity will begin in May. The effects of the recovery in the labor market, 
however, should be delayed and start only in the beginning of the second half of the year. Read 

more. 
 

GUEDES ADVOCATES MASS VACCINATION FOR RESUMPTION OF ECONOMY 
Brazil’s Economy Minister Paulo Guedes stated today (Mar. 25) that only the mass vaccination 
of Brazilians, coupled with a “more intelligent and selective” isolation measures, can ensure a 

solid resumption of the economy. In line with the words of the country’s new Health Minister 
Marcelo Queiroga yesterday (Mar. 24), Guedes said that, if the country vaccinates 1 million 

people a day, a new landscape will arise in two months. Read more. 
 
BOLSONARO SAYS “TYRANTS” ARE “TIGHTENING THE NOOSE” AND “SEIZING 

PEOPLE’S FREEDOM”  
The widespread narrative of the West regarding Covid-19 and the proper measures to combat 

it, remain at odds with what Brazilian president Jair Bolsonaro believes. In a speech to 
supporters crowded outside the Alvorada Palace this Sunday, March 21st, President Jair 
Bolsonaro said that some “tyrants are curtailing the freedom of many of you” and that “if 

anyone thinks that we will ever give up our freedom, they are wrong.” He did not mention 
governors and mayors who have decreed restrictive measures because of the Covid-19 

pandemic. Read more. 
 

https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/internacional/en/brazil/2021/03/lira-demands-reaction-from-the-bolsonaro-government-on-the-crisis-and-threatens-congress-with-bitter-remedies.shtml?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsen
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-brazil-politics/pressure-grows-on-bolsonaro-to-ditch-top-diplomat-over-covid-19-failures-idUSKBN2BH30C
https://riotimesonline.com/brazil-news/brazil/real-performs-worst-in-the-world-as-spiraling-pandemic-undermines-outlook/
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https://riotimesonline.com/brazil-news/miscellaneous/covid-19/bolsonaro-says-they-are-tightening-the-noose-and-seizing-peoples-freedom/
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ON MERCOSUR’S 30TH ANNIVERSARY, BOLSONARO ADVOCATES MODERNIZATION 

President Jair Bolsonaro on Friday (Mar. 26) advocated the modernization of Mercosur, with 
the update of the Common External Tariff (CET) as crucial to the reinvigorating the bloc. Also, 
on Friday, Bolsonaro participated in an online meeting celebrating the 30th anniversary to 

Mercosur’s summit. Read more. 
 

HEALTH 
 

BOLSONARO SWEARS IN FOURTH BRAZILIAN HEALTH MINISTER AS PANDEMIC 
SPIRALS  

Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro on Tuesday, March 23rd, swore in his fourth health minister 
since the coronavirus pandemic began last year, as the country struggles with a record-
breaking surge in deaths that is overwhelming its healthcare system. Read more. 

 
A COLLAPSE FORETOLD: HOW BRAZIL’S COVID-19 OUTBREAK OVERWHELMED 

HOSPITALS 
More than a year into the pandemic, deaths in Brazil are at their peak and highly contagious 
variants of the coronavirus are sweeping the nation, enabled by political dysfunction, 

widespread complacency, and conspiracy theories. The country, whose leader, President Jair 
Bolsonaro, has played down the threat of the virus, is now reporting more new cases and deaths 

per day than any other country in the world. Read more. 
 
BRAZIL SEES RECORD 3,650 NEW COVID-19 DEATHS, HEALTH MINISTRY SAYS 

(MARCH 26TH) 
Brazil saw a record 3,650 new COVID-19 deaths, the Health Ministry said on Friday, with 84,245 

new cases of the coronavirus. It is the second record for daily deaths set this week as the virus 
continues to devastate Latin America’s largest country. Yesterday, data from the National 

Council of State Health Secretaries (Conass) obtained exclusively by news site Jornal Nacional 
showed that 6,370 Brazilians with Covid-19 were waiting for an ICU bed in Brazil. Read more. 
 

IN TERMS OF VOLUME AND SPEED, BRAZIL IS LEADER AMONG 50 COUNTRIES THAT 
RECEIVE VACCINES FROM CHINA, SAYS AMBASSADOR 

Chinese ambassador in Brasilia, Yang Wanming, said in an interview to GLOBO, that the 
Brazilians are priority partners of China and will continue to be, despite the great imbalance 
between supply and demand for Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients (APIs) and immunizers in 

the world. Despite the 'great imbalance between supply and demand' of vaccines, Yang 
Wanming said that his country is 'sensitive' to the Brazilian situation; he also said that Beijing 

expects a non-discriminatory business environment in Brazil. Read more. 
 
4.2 MI NEW VACCINE DOSES TO BE DISTRIBUTED 

Brazil’s Ministry of Health on Thursday (Mar. 25) is starting to distribute a new batch of vaccines 
against COVID-19. Doses total 4.2 million, including the first shipment from the international 

consortium Covax Facility—1 million doses—and a new batch of Coronavac produced in Brazil 
by Butantan Institute—3.2 million. Read more. 
 

BOLSONARO SAYS BRAZIL WILL BE SELF-SUFFICIENT IN VACCINE PRODUCTION  
On Tuesday, March 23rd, President Jair Bolsonaro stated on radio and TV that the country will 

be self-sufficient in the production of vaccines against covid-19 in a few months. Bolsonaro said 
that by the end of the year more than 500 million doses will be available to vaccinate the entire 
population that needs to be immunized in the country. According to the Ministry of Health, this 

public totals 170 million people. Read more. 
 

ON TV, BOLSONARO DEFENDS ACTIONS TO CONTROL THE PANDEMIC  

https://agenciabrasil.ebc.com.br/en/internacional/noticia/2021-03/mercosurs-30th-anniversary-bolsonaro-advocates-modernization
https://riotimesonline.com/brazil-news/miscellaneous/covid-19/bolsonaro-swears-in-fourth-brazilian-health-minister-as-pandemic-spirals/
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/27/world/americas/virus-brazil-bolsonaro.html
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/internacional/en/scienceandhealth/2021/03/brazil-beats-record-of-covid-19-cases-and-records-over-97-thousand-in-24-hours-in-addition-to-2639-deaths.shtml
https://riotimesonline.com/brazil-news/miscellaneous/covid-19/in-terms-of-volume-and-speed-brazil-is-leader-among-50-countries-that-receive-vaccines-from-china-says-ambassador/
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President Jair Bolsonaro said on national radio and TV this Tuesday (23) that 2021 will be "the 

year of vaccination of Brazilians." His statement comes as he is feeling pressure from the record 
number of deaths, and Brazil’s shortage of ICU beds, intubation medicines and Covid-19 
vaccines. "We are tireless in the fight against the coronavirus," said Bolsonaro, who distorted 

government initiatives in the pandemic and lied about his actions. Read more. 
 

BRAZIL RECEIVES REQUEST FOR EMERGENCY USE OF JANSSEN VACCINE 
Brazil’s national sanitary regulator Anvisa reported it received the request for the emergency 
use of vaccine Janssen on Wednesday (Mar. 24). In the first 24 hours, Anvisa should ascertain 

whether all documents required are available. The emergency use request is evaluated by a 
multidisciplinary team, with specialists in registration, monitoring, and inspection. Read more. 

 
BRAZIL ANNOUNCES ITS FIRST HOME-GROWN VACCINE AND WILL START TESTING 
IT IN HUMANS 

Brazil announced on Friday, March 26, its first domestically manufactured vaccine, Butanvac, 
developed by the state-owned Butantan Institute and awaiting authorization from regulatory 

bodies to begin immediate testing in humans, according to the governor of São Paulo, João 
Doria. Read more. 
 

BRAZILIAN JUDGE AUTHORIZES VACCINE IMPORT WITHOUT DONATION TO 
UNIFIED HEALTH SYSTEM  

Judge Rolando Valcir Spanholo, from the 21st Federal Court in Brasilia, authorized three entities 
to import vaccines against covid-19. The decision is not definitive and can still be appealed. 
Read more. 

 

https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/internacional/en/brazil/2021/03/on-tv-bolsonaro-lies-about-his-actions-to-control-the-pandemic.shtml?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsen
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