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POLITICS 
 
CNN BRASIL POLL SHOWS BOLSONARO IN FIRST PLACE, TEN POINTS AHEAD OF LULA 

(CNN) President Jair Bolsonaro leads voting intentions in a CNN/Real Time Big Data Institute 
poll on the 2022 presidential elections. This is the first survey following Justice Fachin's ruling 

to overturn Lula's convictions in the Lava Jato cases, which makes the former president eligible 
for the next elections. Read more. 

 
BRAZIL SUPREME COURT JUSTICE OVERTURNS LULA’S CONVICTIONS ON 
JURISDICTIONAL GROUNDS 

Federal Supreme Court (STF) Justice Edson Fachin, on Monday, March 8th, overturned all four 
convictions of President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, arising from Operation Lava-Jato – among 

them the triplex apartment in Guarujá. As a result, the ex-president is now eligible to run in 
the 2022 elections. Read more. 

 
LULA’S COMEBACK ADDS TO LONG LIST OF BRAZIL INVESTOR WORRIES 
Former President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva was thrust back into Brazil’s political scene after a 

Federal Supreme Court (STF) justice tossed out criminal convictions against the leftist icon, 
adding to angst that has already prompted investors to dump the country’s assets. Read more. 

 
BRAZILIANS DO NOT WANT LULA AS CANDIDATE, SAYS BOLSONARO 
President Jair Bolsonaro dismissed a decision Monday, March 8th, by a Supreme Court justice 

to annul all sentences against former president Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva. Speaking to supporters 
outside the official residence in Brasilia, Bolsonaro said people in the country do not want Lula 

as a candidate. With Justice Edson Fachin’s decision, Lula regained his political rights and can 
for now run for the presidency in next year’s election. Read more. 
 

LULA SAYS LEFT FRONT AGAINST BOLSONARO POSSIBLE, ASKS CIRO TO REEDUCATE 
AND RESPONDS TO HUCK AND THE MILITARY 

In his first interview after his convictions were overturned, now allowing him to become 
candidate for President, former President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva (PT) said that a left-wing 
front is possible to defeat Jair Bolsonaro (no party) in 2022. He added that this will take time 

and will have to be built in the coming months. Read more. 
 

BRAZIL FEDERAL PROSECUTOR APPEALS DECISION TO ANNUL LULA'S CONVICTIONS 
The office of Brazil’s prosecutor general on Friday appealed a Supreme Court judge’s ruling 
earlier this week that annulled the criminal convictions of former leftist President Luiz Inacio 

Lula da Silva. Read more. 
 

LULA’S LAVA-JATO LAWSUITS: THE “SUSPEIÇÃO” OF JUDGE SÉRGIO MORO – WHAT 
IS IT AND WHERE IS IT GOING? 

The Second Panel of the Brazilian Supreme Court (STF) is hearing a case in which counsel for 
ex-President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva seek to overturn his convictions by reason of the 

   

https://riotimesonline.com/brazil-news/brazil/cnn-brasil-exclusive-poll-shows-bolsonaro-in-first-place-ten-points-ahead-of-lula/
https://riotimesonline.com/brazil-news/brazil/federal-supreme-court-overturns-lulas-convictions-ex-president-may-now-run-for-office/
https://d.docs.live.net/42799cd59e9cd717/Astellas/RELATÓRIOS/Weekly%20Report/The%20Brazilian%20GDP%20dropped%204.1%25%20in%202020,%20registering%20the%20largest%20contraction%20since%20the%20start%20of%20the%20IBGE’s%20current%20official%20records%20in%201996.%20According%20to%20a%20survey%20by%20Austin%20Rating,%20the%20country%20may%20slip%20to%20the%2014th%20position%20in%202021.
https://riotimesonline.com/brazil-news/brazil/brazilians-do-not-want-lula-as-candidate-says-bolsonaro/
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/internacional/en/brazil/2021/03/lula-says-left-front-against-bolsonaro-possible-asks-ciro-to-reeducate-and-responds-to-huck-and-the-military.shtml?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsen
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-brazil-politics-lula/brazil-federal-prosecutor-appeals-decision-to-annul-lulas-convictions-idUSKBN2B42JZ


WEEKLY REPORT                                     MARCH 2021 

 

“suspeição” of Sérgio Moro, the judge who oversaw the Lava-Jato lawsuits involving Lula. Read 

more. 

 
“HOW EASY IT IS TO IMPOSE A DICTATORSHIP IN BRAZIL,” BOLSONARO VENTS 

President Jair Bolsonaro said it is easy to impose a dictatorship in Brazil, when once again 
criticizing governors and mayors for adopting social isolation measures to fight covid-19. The 

chief executive’s lengthy rant came during his weekly stream on social media Thursday night, 
March 11th. Read more. 

 
MILITARY PRESENCE IN THE GOVERNMENT FAVORS BOLSONARO IN POLLS, SURVEY 
SHOWS 

With his popularity wavering, Jair Bolsonaro has increased the number of military officers in his 
government. The presence of Armed Forces representatives in the Executive Branch had never 

been this great since the restoration of democracy in Brazil. Read more. 
 
ECONOMY MINISTER SAYS BRAZIL WILL BE THE LARGEST INVESTMENT FRONTIER 

IN 2021 
Minister of Economy Paulo Guedes said that Brazil will be the “largest investment frontier in 

2021” mentioning priorities such as railroads, coastal shipping, concessions, Eletrobras and 
Correios that should begin to progress with the new center-right leadership in the National 
Congress. Read more. 

 
UNEMPLOYMENT AFFECTS 29.8% OF BRAZIL’S YOUTHS, SAYS IBGE 

The unemployment rate among 18- to 24-year-olds stood at 29.8% in late 2020. There was an 
increase of 6 percentage points compared to 2019. This is the highest annual rate since official 
records began in 2012. Read more. 

 
BRAZIL LOWER HOUSE PASSES PANDEMIC AID IN FIRST VOTE, FINAL APPROVAL 

PENDING 
razil’s lower house of Congress early on Wednesday, March 10th, approved the core text of a 
constitutional amendment to revive a federal cash transfer program to help millions of poor 

affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. Read more. 
 

OXFORD ECONOMICS: NEW PANDEMIC AID WILL BOOST BRAZIL’S GDP TO 3.8% IN 
2021 
The second round of emergency aid will boost Brazil’s GDP growth by 0.2 percentage point to 

3.8% this year, writes Marcos Casarin, Oxford Economics’ chief economist for Latin America. 
Read more. 

 
OECD IMPROVES GDP PROJECTION FOR BRAZIL AND ESTIMATES 3.7% GROWTH IN 
2021 

The Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) has improved its 
projections for Brazil’s economic performance in the coming years. In a report on perspectives, 

the organization reported that it raised the projection for the country’s Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) growth in 2021, from 2.6% in the December estimate to 3.7% in the current one. In 

2022, expansion is expected to increase from 2.2% to 2.7%. Read more. 
 

HEALTH 
 

IN 8 DAYS, BRAZIL'S HEALTH MINISTER REDUCES ESTIMATE OF VACCINES FOR THE 
FIFTH TIME 
The Minister of Health, General Eduardo Pazuello, reduced again, in a speech on Wednesday 

(10), the estimate of Covid-19 vaccine doses that are to be distributed to states and 
municipalities in March. This is the fifth reduction the ministry has announced this this month 
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alone—the first was on the 2nd. According to Pazuello, the current estimate is for 22 and 25 

million doses this month. On Monday (8), at an event in Rio de Janeiro, the minister cited an 
estimate of "between 25 and 28 million." The number is almost half of that announced on 
February 17 (46 million) and February 22 (48.9 million). Read more. 

 
BRAZIL REGISTERS 2,216 NEW COVID-19 DEATHS - HEALTH MINISTRY (MARCH 

12TH) 
Brazil reported 2,216 COVID-19 deaths in the last 24 hours, the third day in a row that it has 
had fatalities exceed 2,000 in the worst run of deaths since the pandemic began last year. Read 

more. 
 

BRAZIL ASKS CHINESE EMBASSY FOR HELP SECURING EXTRA COVID-19 VACCINES 
In a letter sent to China’s ambassador to Brazil, Yang Wanming, a senior Health Ministry official 
asked for help in the potential purchase and delivery of the shots from the Sinopharm laboratory 

in the first half of this year. Read more. 
 

U.S. CONSIDERS SENDING SURPLUS ASTRAZENECA VACCINE TO BRAZIL AND OTHER 
COUNTRIES 
According to a report published by The New York Times, the destination of millions of vaccine 

doses, which have not yet been authorized by the US regulatory agency, is being discussed by 
White House and Health Department officials. US government officials are considering sending 

millions of covid-19 vaccine doses produced by AstraZeneca in partnership with Oxford 
University to other countries, including Brazil. Read more. 
 

IMMUNIZATION PASSPORT COULD FORCE BRAZIL TO MAKE A DECISION 
The debate over a Covid-19 immunity passport will gain momentum on the international scene, 

and may lead Brazil to take a decision. It could suffer isolation if its vaccination pace remains 
as it stands now, sources in Europe say. In Brazil’s case, under the current situation, there is 

even a risk that its borders will be closed for some time, given the collapse of healthcare caused 
by poor management in fighting the pandemic. Read more. 
 

SÃO PAULO GOVERNOR IMPOSES CURFEW AND RESTRICTS CHURCH, BEACH, AND 
PARKS GATHERINGS 

São Paulo governor João Doria announced on Thursday, March 11th, the tightening of 
quarantine throughout the state. As of Monday, March 15th, all regions will be under stricter 
measures for a period of 15 days, the time needed for the measures to take effect, according 

to the government. There will be a curfew in place between 8 PM and 5 AM, and restrictions on 
churches, recently included in the state’s list of essential activities, and on sports activities, as 

well as a ban on beach and park access. Read more. 
 
COVID IN BRAZIL: ONE IN FIVE PEOPLE HOSPITALIZED DIED WITH NO ACCESS TO 

ICU 
In Brazil, 1 in every 5 hospitalized patients with coronavirus complications died with no access 

to an ICU bed since the start of the pandemic, between March 2020 and mid-February this 
year. Read more. 
 

HEALTH MINISTER SAYS BRAZIL IS EXPERIENCING THE MOST SERIOUS FORM OF 
COVID-19 

Health Minister Eduardo Pazuello said Wednesday, March 11th, that the country is experiencing 
the “most serious form of covid-19,” referring to the new P.1 virus strain in circulation, and 
admitted that acting “directly and effectively” to fight the spread of the disease caused by the 

novel coronavirus is urgent. Read more. 
 

WITH THE WORSENING OF THE PANDEMIC, BOLSONARO MEETS WITH PFIZER CEO 
AND GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCES 14M DOSES BY JUNE 
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With the increase in the number of deaths from coronavirus in the country, President Jair 

Bolsonaro (no party) met this Monday morning (8) with Pfizer's global CEO, Albert Bourla. After 
the meeting, Minister Paulo Guedes (Economy) announced that Brazil will buy 5 million doses 
of the pharmaceutical for the first half of this year. Read more. 

 
BRAZIL PASSES INDIA, BECOMES COUNTRY WITH SECOND-HIGHEST CUMULATIVE 

COVID-19 CASES 
On Friday, March 12th, Brazil was once again the country with the second-highest number of 
Covid-19 cases, according to data from Johns Hopkins University, passing India and second 

only to the United States. Brazil has reached the 11,363,380 cases mark, while India registers 
11,308,846. The United States counts 29,340,202 cases and holds first place in the ranking. 

Read more. 
 
ANVISA APPROVES LIMITED USE OF REMDESIVIR; ASTRAZENECA/FIOCRUZ 

VACCINES APPROVED FOR GENERAL USE 
Remdesivir, the first drug approved in Brazil with an indication in the package insert for the 

treatment of Covid-19, can reduce the hospitalization time for patients with the disease, 
according to ANVISA, the National Health Regulatory Agency. Read more. 
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