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POLITICS 
 
BOLSONARO BACK IN BRASÍLIA AFTER MEDICAL TREATMENT 
Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro was discharged from hospital this Sunday morning (Jul. 18) 
and talked to journalists outside the Vila Nova Star Hospital, in southern São Paulo, where he 
underwent treatment for an intestinal obstruction. During the interview, Bolsonaro said he is 
to resume work at his office early on Monday morning (19) and meet with Health Minister 
Marcelo Queiroga to discuss COVID-19. “I didn’t stop working here. I talked to several 
ministers, assigned tasks to a number of them. I’m seeing Queiroga tomorrow about the 
COVID-19 situation. I’ve gained access to a study by [the US Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention], and what kills COVID-19 the most is obesity; second, dread and panic. Remember 
what I said a while ago: You have to face it, there’s no way out. If you’re panicking or in dread, 
the chance of seeing [COVID-19] become severe is really high,” he declared. Read more. 
 
BOLSONARO UNVEILS ANOTHER MINISTERIAL RESHUFFLE 
President Jair Bolsonaro today (Jul. 22) confirmed that Senator Ciro Nogueira of the pro-
Bolsonaro Progressista party, will serve as the president’s chief of staff as part of a cabinet 
reshuffle that should take place next week. “It’s practically settled. We’ll bring a senator here 
to the office of the chief of staff who can keep a better dialog with the Brazilian parliament,” 
Bolsonaro said during an interview with a radio from South Brazil. Bolsonaro also confirmed the 
recreation of the Ministry of Labor and Social Security, which had been grouped with other four 
ministries early in his administration under the Ministry of the Economy, led by Minister Paulo 
Guedes. The current head of the Secretariat General, Onyx Lorenzoni, will take the helm of the 
new ministry, and the current chief of staff, Luiz Eduardo Ramos, will take his office at the 
Secretariat General. Read more. 
 
'NO BANANA REPUBLIC': BRAZIL'S POLITICOS GUARANTEE 2022 VOTE AFTER 
BOMBSHELL STORY 
Brazil's political leaders lined up on Thursday to stress next year's presidential election is certain 
to take place, after a bombshell newspaper report that Brazil's defense minister had issued a 
threat about holding the highly polarized vote. The Estado de S. Paulo story landed at a fraught 
time in Brazil, amid repeated - and unfounded - allegations by President Jair Bolsonaro that the 
country's electronic voting system is vulnerable to fraud. With his popularity falling after 
overseeing the world's second deadliest coronavirus outbreak, the far-right former army 
captain is pushing to replace the system with printed ballots, but the bill has not gained much 
traction in Congress. Critics allege that Bolsonaro, like his idol, former U.S. President Donald 
Trump, is sowing election doubts to pave the way for him not to accept any loss. Opinion polls 
show he trails former leftist President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, although neither of them has 
officially announced their candidacy yet. Read more. 
 
NEW POLITICAL STORM IN BRAZIL: DISPUTE OVER PRINTED BALLOTS HEATS UP – 
COUP, THREATS, LIES 
Newspaper "O Estado de S. Paulo" claims that it was told that Defense Minister Walter Braga 
Netto threatened that there would be no elections in 2022 if the constitutional amendment 
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instituting a printed ballot was not approved. Brazil's Chamber of Deputies President Arthur Lira 
(PP-AL) on Thursday (22) denied a report in the newspaper "O Estado de S. Paulo", considered 
a newspaper of record, that he was advised by a party leader that Defense Minister Walter 
Braga Netto had threatened there would be no elections in 2022 if the constitutional 
amendment (PEC) regarding "Printed Ballots" was not approved. Read more. 
 
EVEN WITHOUT PRINTED BALLOTS, ELECTION IS GUARANTEED IN 2022, SAYS 
BRAZIL’S VP 
The president of the Brazilian Senate, Rodrigo Pacheco, authorized on Wednesday (14) the 
extension for 90 days of the period during which the committee investigates possible failures, 
omissions, and suspicions of corruption in the management of the coronavirus pandemic. In 
early 2021, some 30 senators, the majority of whom are in opposition to the Bolsonaro 
administration, submitted a petition to the President of the Senate calling for a CPI to 
investigate (mis)management and omissions by the federal government in fighting the 
coronavirus pandemic. Read more. 
 
BRAZIL’S BIG PROBLEM IS CORRUPTION BUT IT IS “SUPER DEMOCRATIC 
COUNTRY” – OUTGOING U.S. AMBASSOR 
Outgoing United States Ambassador to Brazil, Todd Chapman, said in an interview with 'O 
Estado de Sao Paulo' that the threat of not holding elections in 2022, as expressed by some 
top officials of President Jair Bolsonaro's administration, is not a serious problem. “Democracy 
is rock-solid in Brazil; the cancer is corruption.” Ambassador Chapman, who is completing a 
round of visits and contacts before he retires from the US diplomatic service, downplayed any 
chances of a coup in Brazil, “For us, democracy is nonnegotiable, and Brazil is a super 
democratic country.” Read more. 
 
COMMODITY TRADER FREEPOINT FACES U.S. BRIBERY PROBE, SOURCES SAY 
The U.S. Justice Department is investigating Connecticut-based trading house Freepoint 
Commodities over whether payments to employees of Brazil's state-run oil company broke U.S. 
laws, two sources with knowledge of the matter told Reuters this week. The criminal probe, 
which is being led by prosecutors in Washington, complements a separate, ongoing bribery 
investigation into the company by authorities in Brazil, said the sources, who requested 
anonymity to discuss confidential matters. Brazilian prosecutors allege Freepoint bribed 
employees of Petroleo Brasileiro SA (PETR4.SA), or Petrobras, for a period of roughly seven 
years ending in 2018. The Justice Department is also probing those alleged payments and 
whether they may have breached U.S. antibribery law, the sources said. One of the people said 
the U.S. probe is relatively advanced. Read more. 
 
BRAZIL’S BOLSONARO SAYS HE HAS NOT YET DECIDED WHETHER HE WILL RUN 
FOR RE-ELECTION IN 2022 
President Jair Bolsonaro said Wednesday (21) in an interview with a radio station in São Paulo’s 
interior that he is not yet sure if he will run for re-election in 2022. “I haven’t presented myself 
yet, I don’t know yet if I’m going to run,” Bolsonaro said in an interview with Jovem Pan radio 
station in Itapetininga, after criticizing former President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva, whom he 
accused of already presenting himself as a presidential candidate. Read more. 
 
BOLSONARO CONFIRMS POSSIBILITY OF JOINING PROGRESSISTAS PARTY FOR 
2022 ELECTION 
Brazil’s President Jair Bolsonaro, on Thursday, July 22, said that the Progressistas Party 
(center-right to right-wing), that of his about-to-be-appointed Chief of Staff, Ciro Nogueira, a 
Senator from Piauí in Brazil's Northeast, may be the one for which he will run for reelection in 
2022. "Could it be a party to dispute the elections? It could be. At this moment I don't have a 
party yet. It is not easy to reach an agreement with the party, because it is like a marriage." 
Read more. 
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BOLSONARO SAYS HE WILL VETO BRAZIL’S ONE-BILLION-DOLLAR ELECTION 
CAMPAIGN FUND 
Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro reiterated Tuesday that he will veto a R$5.7 billion (about 
US$1.1 billion) fund approved by Congress to finance campaigns for the 2022 elections. “Above 
all, we defend harmony between the branches of government, as well as their autonomy. From 
the beginning, we have played by this principle within the four lines of the Federal Constitution. 
That is, out of respect for the Brazilian people, I will veto the increase in the electoral fund,” 
he affirmed Tuesday (20) on Twitter. Read more 
 
BRAZIL’S SANTA CATARINA REMAINS THE STATE MOST LOYAL TO JAIR BOLSONARO 
-POLL 
A poll conducted by Paraná Pesquisas among voters in Santa Catarina state, shows that despite 
his declining popularity, the president still enjoys 52% of voting intentions for 2022 in the state. 
Former president Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva (PT) comes second with 24.2%, followed by Ciro 
Gomes (3.6%), Luiz Henrique Mandetta (2.8%), and Eduardo Leite (2%). None, blank, or void 
voting intentions totaled 10.8%, while 4.6% don't know or didn't answer. In the 2018 elections, 
in Santa Catarina, the president obtained 75.92% of valid votes. Read more. 
 
BRAZIL’S LEFT-WING LOSES A PROCEDURAL BATTLE OVER BOLSONARO’S 
IMPEACHMENT 
The Brazilian Supreme Court denied a petition that would force Chamber president Arthur Lira 
to analyze impeachment proceedings against Bolsonaro. Justice Cármen Lúcia pointed out that 
there is no time limit set by law for processing an impeachment request. Read more. 
 
BRAZIL’S FEDERAL POLICE ASK SUPREME COURT IF DEPUTY LUIS MIRANDA 
SHOULD BE INVESTIGATED FOR DEFAMATION 
The Federal Police on Monday asked Justice Rosa Weber of the Supreme Court (STF), to 
evaluate the government’s request to investigate federal deputy Luis Miranda (DEM-DF) for 
defamatory accusations in the case of the purchase of the Indian Covid vaccine Covaxin. Read 
more. 
 
BRAZIL’S GDP TO GROW 5.2% IN 2021; MORE POSITIVE VIEW ABOUT SERVICES – 
FGV IBRE 
Due to the pandemic improvement in the country, which brings a more positive view about 
services, the FGV Ibre’s projections team raised the estimate for the expansion of the Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) in 2021, from 4.8% to 5.2%. Industry should no longer be the engine 
of growth. Still, other sectors will fill this space, assessed the Brazilian Institute of Economics 
of the Getulio Vargas Foundation (FGV Ibre). Read more. 
 
BRAZIL’S GOVERNMENT CUTS 2021 BUDGET DEFICIT FORECAST, REPORT SHOWS  
Brazil’s government on Thursday cut its 2021 primary budget deficit forecast, based on a bi-
monthly revenue and expenditure report which showed an expected jump in tax revenues on 
the back of stronger economic growth. The Economy Ministry now expects a deficit excluding 
interest payments of R$155.4 billion (US$30 billion) this year, or 1.8% of gross domestic 
product, down from R$187.7 billion, or 2.2% of GDP, in May’s report. Read more. 
 
PANDEMIC STILL AFFECTS OFFER AND SUPPLY COSTS FOR INDUSTRY 
The main problem facing firms in the second quarter of 2021 was still a shortage in raw 
materials and the increase in their costs. According to the study Industrial Survey, by Brazil’s 
National Confederation of Industry (CNI), these effects of the COVID-19 pandemic were 
mentioned by 68.3 percent of the companies surveyed. Next come high tax burden (34.9%) 
and the exchange rate (23.2%) among the main setbacks challenging the sector in the country. 
Read more. 
 
BRAZIL’S INDUSTRY LOST 1.4 MILLION JOBS BETWEEN 2013 AND 2019 – IBGE 
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The assessment is part of the "Employment in Crisis: The Path to Better Jobs in a Post-COVID-

19 Latin America" report released by the World Bank on Tuesday, July 20. Read more. 

SPECULATORS' LONG BRAZIL REAL POSITIONS NEAR RECORD HIGH, CFTC DATA 
SHOWS 
Funds and speculators on U.S. futures markets are their most bullish on the Brazilian real in 
more than four years, data showed, attracted to the currency by the recent surge in 2021 
interest rate and economic growth expectations. Read more. 
 
NUMBER OF FINES PAID FOR ENVIRONMENTAL VIOLATIONS IN BRAZILIAN 
AMAZON DROPS BY 93% IN 2020 
In 2019 and 2020, the average number of lawsuits with fines for violations related to vegetation 
in the states of Brazil’s Legal Amazon decreased by 93%. The data are part of a study conducted 
by the Center for Remote Sensing and the Laboratory of Environmental Management of the 
Federal University of Minas Gerais (UFMG). Read more. 
 
 

HEALTH 
 
YOUTUBE PULLS VIDEOS BY BOLSONARO FOR SPREADING MISINFORMATION ON 
THE VIRUS 
YouTube removed videos from President Jair Bolsonaro of Brazil on Wednesday for spreading 
misinformation about Covid-19, becoming the latest internet platform to act against a leader 
whose country has one of the world’s highest death counts, but who has disparaged vaccines 
and the use of masks and called governors “tyrants” for ordering lockdowns. YouTube, which 
played an important role in Mr. Bolsonaro’s rise to power and says it is more widely watched in 
Brazil than all but one television channel, said in a statement that the president had violated 
the company’s policies about vaccine misinformation, including the promotion of unproven 
cures. Read more. 
 
INDIA’S BHARAT BIOTECH ENDS CONTROVERSIAL COVAXIN DEAL WITH BRAZILIAN 
PARTNER PRECISA 
As should be the case with Covaxin, the Ministry of Health will terminate the contract for the 
purchase of 10 million doses of the Russian Sputnik V vaccine. The announcement is pending 
only the completion of the required legal analysis. The government intends to argue that the 
immunizer failed to be approved by the Brazilian Health Regulatory Agency (ANVISA), one of 
the contract’s demands, which had União Química as intermediary. Read more. 
 
BRAZIL’S MINISTRY OF HEALTH DECIDES TO CANCEL SPUTNIK V VACCINE 
PURCHASE CONTRACT 
As should be the case with Covaxin, the Ministry of Health will terminate the contract for the 
purchase of 10 million doses of the Russian Sputnik V vaccine. The announcement is pending 
only the completion of the required legal analysis. The government intends to argue that the 
immunizer failed to be approved by the Brazilian Health Regulatory Agency (ANVISA), one of 
the contract’s demands, which had União Química as intermediary. Read more. 
 
BRAZIL AUTHORIZES EFFICIENCY TEST FOR ASTRAZENECA BOOSTER SHOT 
Brazil’s national sanitary regulator Anvisa on Monday (Jul. 19) authorized the conduction of 
clinical studies to assess the safety, efficiency, and immunogenicity of the third dose of 
AstraZeneca’s vaccine against COVID-19. The initial study will be carried out in participants 
who have already received the two doses of the inoculation, with an interval of four week 
between administrations, Anvisa noted. The booster shot will be administered 11 to 13 months 
after the second dose. Anvisa explains that this is a phase-three study, in which volunteers do 
not know whether they took a dose of the vaccine or placebo. Read more. 
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BRAZIL’S HEALTH MINISTER SAYS DELTA VARIANT IS BEING MONITORED 
Brazil’s Health Minister Marcelo Queiroga said Thursday (Jul. 22) the ministry is monitoring the 
Delta variant of COVID-19 at the same time it is making strides in the mass vaccination drive.  
“This monitoring is no different from what’s been done since the beginning. The genomic 
surveillance is what allows us to diagnose any variant, not just Delta. We have some cases 
identified here in Brazil and what we need to do is isolate—not just those with the Delta variant, 
but also those with other forms of the virus—and continue the vaccination campaign,” he said. 
Queiroga spent the day in Rio de Janeiro, and, talking to journalists, was asked whether he 
would send more doses to states and capitals that are behind in schedule in the vaccination 
coverage. Read more. 
 
SÃO PAULO HEALTH DEPARTMENT CONFIRMS 8 CASES OF DELTA VARIANT IN CITY 
The Municipal Health Secretariat of São Paulo confirmed today (20) that the capital has already 
seen eight cases of the delta variant of the new coronavirus, which is believed to have 
originated in India. Last week, City Hall had already confirmed that the city was facing municipal 
transmission of the Delta variant. Read more. 
 
BRAZIL: COVID-19 DEATH AVERAGE SINKS TO LOWEST LEVEL SINCE FEBRUARY 
The number of daily deaths from COVID-19 in Brazil, as per the seven-day moving average, 
disclosed by the Oswaldo Cruz Foundation (Fiocruz) reached 1,192 on Tuesday (20). This is the 
lowest level since February 27, when the average stood at 1,178 fatalities. Also, according to 
the foundation, deaths also saw declines of 23.5 percent from two weeks before and 42.2 
percent from a month ago. Read more.  
 
BRAZIL NOW HAS 43% OF ITS POPULATION INOCULATED WITH AT LEAST ONE 
COVID VACCINE DOSE 
Brazil on Tuesday, July 20, reached the figure of 91,085,077 people vaccinated with at least 
one dose against Covid-19, equivalent to 43.01% of the country’s population. Read more. 
 
COVID-19: PANDEMIC HAS LED TO 547K DEATHS, 19.5 MI CASES IN BRAZIL 
The pandemic of the novel coronavirus has claimed the lives of 547,016 lives in Brazil. In 24 
hours, health authorities registered 1,412 new deaths from COVID-19. The mortality rate for 
every 100 thousand people stands at 260.3. Since the beginning of the pandemic, 19,523,711 
people have been infected with the novel coronavirus. From Wednesday to Thursday, 49,757 
new cases of COVID-19 were confirmed. The number of cases in every 100 thousand people 
stands at 9,290.5. The number of people who have recovered from COVID-19 is reported at 
18,259,711. Read more. 
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