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POLITICS 
 
IPESPE SURVEY: BOLSONARO GOVERNMENT’S ‘BAD OR TERRIBLE’ RATING RISES TO 

40% IN JANUARY 
January's survey points out that the share that considers the management as 'poor or terrible' 

rose from 35% to 40%. The rate is similar to that at the start of the novel coronavirus pandemic 
in the country, in April 2020. Read more. 
 

OPPOSITION PARTIES FILE NEW MOTION FOR IMPEACHMENT AGAINST BOLSONARO 
Faced with the current health crisis in Manaus (Amazonas State), as a result of the coronavirus 

pandemic, opposition parties on Friday, January 15th, decided to lodge a new motion to 
impeach President Jair Bolsonaro. In a note, Rede, PSB, PT, PCdoB, and PDT parties mention 

the practice of “serial crimes of accountability” as impeachable offenses are denominated in 
Brazil, by the President, “which resulted in the asphyxiating pain of Amazonas and thousands 
of Brazilian families.” Read more. 

 
POLL: MAJORITY OF BRAZILIAN POPULATION IS UNAWARE OF CONGRESSIONAL 

ELECTION 
Less than two weeks before the early February elections for the presidency of the Chamber of 
Deputies and Senate, 57% of Brazilians say they are unaware of the change of command in 

Congress. Only 30% know that new leaders will be chosen for both Houses, according to a 
survey by EXAME/IDEIA. Read more. 

 
BOLSONARO ALLIES SET TO WIN PRESIDENCIES OF BOTH HOUSES OF BRAZILIAN 
CONGRESS 

Despite a deep recession and the world’s second-deadliest COVID-19 outbreak, candidates 
backed by Brazil’s president Jair Bolsonaro are expected to win control of Congress next month, 

politicians and analysts said on Monday, January 18th. Read more. 
 
ANALYSIS: VOWING BUDGET CONTROL, BRAZIL FACES PRESSURE TO KEEP 

SPENDING 
Brazil’s government entered 2021 determined to slash last year’s record budget deficit, but a 

devastating second wave of COVID-19 and fragile economic growth are piling the political 
pressure on President Jair Bolsonaro to keep spending. Read more. 
 

WITH BIDEN’S INAUGURATION, BRAZIL WILL FACE JOINT U.S.-EUROPEAN 
PRESSURE ON AMAZON 

Diplomats consider that the new White House will be engaged in linking environmental to 
commercial policy. Ambassadors in Brasília say that in order not to lose funds, the Planalto will 
need to adjust its speech. Read more. 

 
BOLSONARO CONGRATULATES BIDEN ON HIS INAUGURATION AND WISHES HIM AN 

'EXCELLENT FUTURE' 

 

https://riotimesonline.com/brazil-news/brazil/bolsonaro-governments-bad-or-terrible-rating-rises-to-40-survey-says/
https://riotimesonline.com/brazil-news/brazil/bolsonaro-governments-bad-or-terrible-rating-rises-to-40-survey-says/
https://riotimesonline.com/brazil-news/brazil/politics-brazil/opposition-parties-decide-to-lodge-new-motion-for-impeachment-against-bolsonaro/
https://riotimesonline.com/brazil-news/brazil/majority-of-brazilian-population-is-unaware-of-congressional-election-exame-ideia/
https://riotimesonline.com/brazil-news/brazil/bolsonaro-allies-set-to-win-control-of-brazils-congress/
https://riotimesonline.com/brazil-news/brazil/business-brazil/analysis-vowing-budget-control-brazil-faces-pressure-to-keep-spending/
https://riotimesonline.com/brazil-news/brazil/with-bidens-inauguration-brazil-will-face-joint-u-s-european-pressure-over-the-amazon/


WEEKLY REPORT                                JANUARY 2021 

 

President Jair Bolsonaro spoke of "an excellent future for the Brazil-USA partnership” on the 

same day of Joe Biden's inauguration as the new leader of the United States. In a letter 
addressed to the American, he defended the partnership between the two countries "in favor 
of sustainable development and protection of the environment." Read more. 

 
MANAUS COLLAPSE AND VACCINATION FUMBLES STRENGTHEN LEGAL BASIS FOR 

BOLSONARO'S IMPEACHMENT 
The recent failures of the federal government in the management of the coronavirus pandemic 
have strengthened the legal foundation for the impeachment of president Jair Bolsonaro. In the 

last two weeks, dozens of patients died in Manaus when oxygen supplies ran out, and the 
government accrued multiple failures in acquiring and distributing Covid-19 vaccines. Read 

more. 
 
BRAZILIAN GOVERNORS ATTEMPT TO SECURE VACCINES ON THEIR OWN AFTER 

SUCCESSIVE FAILURES OF BOLSONARO GOVERNMENT 
The successive failures of the Jair Bolsonaro government in the national planning of vaccination 

against coronavirus have caused governors to seek outlets that do not depend on the federal 
government. They want to know in writing from Eduardo Pazuello (Health Ministry) how many 
vaccines he plans to buy, giving them freedom to buy their own. Behind the scenes, governors 

are negotiating directly with laboratories, but they are unable to complete the acquisitions. 
Read more. 

 
 
 

 
 

HEALTH 
 
 
CORONAVAC: SUPPLIES SHOULD COME WITHIN TEN DAYS, SAYS BUTANTAN 

INSTITUTE DIRECTOR 
The raw material mentioned by Covas is called Active Pharmaceutical Ingredient (API). In order 

for Butantan to continue producing the doses, this raw material needs to be sent by Sinovac 
from China to Brazil. Read more. 
 

INDIA GREENLIGHTS COVID-19 VACCINE EXPORTS TO BRAZIL 
The Indian government has given the go-ahead for the commercial export of vaccines against 

Covid-19. The first shipments will be sent to Brazil and Morocco on Friday (22), according to 
the Indian foreign minister. Read more. 
 

FIOCRUZ WILL DELIVER FIRST DOSES OF THE VACCINE IN MARCH 
Fiocruz predicts that it will deliver the first doses of the Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine produced 

in Brazil in early March because of the delayed arrival of supplies from China. The previous 
promise, made in late December, was to complete the first batch of the immunizer by February 
8. The new schedule is contained in a letter from the foundation sent this Tuesday (19) to the 

Federal Public Ministry (MPF), which since December has been monitoring vaccination strategies 
against the disease. Read more. 

 
SÃO PAULO GOVERNOR'S EARLY VACCINATION DIVIDES GOVERNORS 
João Doria's decision (PSDB-SP) to apply the first vaccine this Sunday (17th) has sparked some 

unease among governors. In a WhatsApp group of governors, Wellington Dias (PT-PI) said the 
attitude was unfortunate. "The understanding was always all of Brazil on the same date. One 

state cast the others as second-rate," he wrote. Read more. 
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SÃO PAULO STATE TO IMPOSE RED PHASE RESTRICTIONS ON WEEKENDS AND 

WEEKDAY NIGHTS 
The State of São Paulo is expected to have stricter social isolation rules over weekends and 
holidays, as well as nights on working days, starting January 22nd: the plan is that the entire 

State will enter the red phase, the most restrictive under the São Paulo plan. Read more. 
 

HOSPITALS FULL, OXYGEN SCARCE, BRAZIL COVID-19 PATIENT GETS INTENSIVE 
CARE AT HOME 
One man in the Brazilian jungle city of Manaus, facing packed hospitals and scarce oxygen in 

the public health system, has survived COVID-19 in a makeshift ward at home, complete with 
air tanks his family scrambled to find. Read more. 
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