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POLITICS 
 
OPPOSITION PARTIES FILE NEW MOTION FOR IMPEACHMENT AGAINST BOLSONARO 

Faced with the current health crisis in Manaus (Amazonas State), as a result of the coronavirus 
pandemic, opposition parties on Friday, January 15th, decided to lodge a new motion to 
impeach President Jair Bolsonaro. Read more. 

 
REELING AGAIN FROM COVID-19, AMAZONAS GETS RESPIRATORS, OXYGEN FROM 

BRAZIL MILITARY AND VENEZUELA 
The Brazilian jungle state of Amazonas received more emergency supplies of oxygen and 
respirators on Saturday, as the military and neighboring Venezuela scrambled to alleviate an 

unfolding humanitarian crisis caused by a devastating COVID-19 outbreak. The army also said 
it had evacuated 12 patients from hospitals in the state capital Manaus to the northern city of 

Sao Luis overnight, with hospitals at breaking point with no oxygen supplies and overflowing 
intensive care wards. Brazil’s Air Force said on Saturday a second flight had landed in Manaus 
with eight tanks of liquid oxygen, following an earlier emergency delivery of five tanks, and the 

Navy said in a statement that it is sending 40 respirators. Venezuela, meanwhile, said it has 
sent the first batch of oxygen supplies on the 1,500-km (930-mile) road trip to Amazonas, 

which should arrive in Manaus on Sunday. Read more. 
 
WEEKS BEFORE COLLAPSE, BOLSONARO GOVERNMENT RAISED GAS CYLINDER 

IMPORT TAX 
The government raised the import tax on medical gas cylinders, which had been exempt since 

March 2020 to simplify measures to fight Covid-19, three weeks before the Manaus hospital 
network collapsed. Read more. 
 

PLANE THAT WOULD COLLECT VACCINE IN INDIA WILL NOW FLY OXYGEN TO 
MANAUS, CAPITAL CITY OF THE BRAZILIAN AMAZONAS STATE 

The Brazilian flight that would pick up the two million doses of the Oxford vaccine in India was 
cancelled and redirected to fight the chaotic situation in the Amazonas healthcare system. The 
aircraft stationed at the Recife Airport reached the Viracopos Airport in Campinas (SP) this 

Saturday morning and is expected to fly to Manaus this afternoon, carrying oxygen cylinders 
to hospitals in the capital of Amazonas. Read more. 

 
DELAY IN DOSES FROM INDIA RAISES DOUBTS ON START OF VACCINATION IN 

BRAZIL 
One day after advising Mayors that the vaccination campaign against Covid-19 would begin 
next Wednesday, January 20th, the Ministry of Health finds itself questioned as to its ability to 

fulfill the pledge. Indian government officials have been reporting to the press that Brazil 
"jumped the gun" by preparing a logistics operation to collect two million doses of the 

immunizer developed by Oxford University in partnership with AstraZeneca pharmaceutical 
company. Read more. 
 

 

https://riotimesonline.com/brazil-news/brazil/politics-brazil/opposition-parties-decide-to-lodge-new-motion-for-impeachment-against-bolsonaro/
https://www.reuters.com/article/idUSKBN29L0KD
https://riotimesonline.com/brazil-news/miscellaneous/covid-19/weeks-before-collapse-bolsonaro-government-raised-cylinder-import-tax/
https://riotimesonline.com/brazil-news/miscellaneous/covid-19/plane-that-would-collect-vaccine-in-india-will-now-fly-oxygen-to-manaus-capital-city-of-the-brazilian-amazonas-state/
https://riotimesonline.com/brazil-news/miscellaneous/covid-19/delay-in-doses-from-india-raises-doubts-on-start-of-vaccination-in-brazil/
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BRAZIL'S BOLSONARO SAYS MISSION TO GET VACCINES IN INDIA WILL LEAVE 

WITHIN THREE DAYS 
Brazil’s President Jair Bolsonaro said on Friday that a plane would be sent to India to pick up 
COVID-19 vaccines in two or three days at most, after the government had announced the 

flight would leave on Friday. Bolsonaro said that there was little he could do about the pandemic 
in Brazil as a second wave of the new coronavirus tears through the country and that he “should 

be at the beach.” Read more. 
 
BRAZIL TO START COVID VACCINATIONS ON JANUARY 21, SAYS SENATOR 

Brazil is set to begin vaccinations against COVID-19 on Jan. 21, Senator Nelsinho Trad tweeted 
on Thursday, citing a conversation with Health Minister Eduardo Pazuello. President Jair 

Bolsonaro is under mounting pressure for the slow pace of Brazil’s vaccine rollout. The 
government has declined to give an official start date, but has said inoculations could begin on 
Jan. 20 in a best-case scenario. The health ministry did not immediately respond to a request 

for comment. Read more. 
 

BRAZIL'S BOLSONARO SABOTAGED ANTI-COVID-19 EFFORTS, SAYS HUMAN RIGHTS 
WATCH 
 

Brazil’s right-wing President Jair Bolsonaro has tried to sabotage efforts to slow the spread of 
COVID-19 in his country and pursued policies that undermine the rights of Brazilians, Human 

Rights Watch (HRW) said on Wednesday. The Supreme Court, Congress and other institutions, 
have stepped up to protect Brazilians and blocked some of Bolsonaro’s most damaging policies, 
the rights group said in the Brazil chapter of its annual world report. Read more. 

 
UK BANS ARRIVALS FROM SOUTH AMERICA OVER BRAZIL CORONAVIRUS VARIANT 

Britain will ban arrivals from South American countries and Portugal because of concerns over 
a new Brazilian variant of the coronavirus, transport minister Grant Shapps said on Thursday. 

Prime Minister Boris Johnson expressed concern about the Brazilian variant on Wednesday and 
Britain is already trying to contain a UK variant behind a surge in cases at the end of last year. 
The Brazilian variant shares some characteristics with those found in Britain and South Africa, 

which are believed by scientists to be more transmissible but not to cause more severe disease. 
Read more. 

 
SCIENTISTS THINK VACCINES WILL WORK ON BRAZIL COVID VARIANT - UK 
MINISTER 

Britain’s transport minister said scientists think that COVID-19 vaccines will work on a new 
variant of the coronavirus found in Brazil and a decision to ban flights from South America and 

Portugal was made over concerns it spreads faster. “We had a look at this particular mutation, 
as opposed to many other thousands very carefully, saw there may be an issue, not so much 
that the vaccine won’t work, in fact scientists think it will work, but just the fact it is more 

spreadable,” Grant Shapps told the BBC. Read more. 
 

BRAZIL CENTRAL BANK MAKES PERMANENT CHANGE TO TIME OF INTEREST RATE 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Brazil’s central bank said on Wednesday that the decisions of its interest rate-setting monetary 

policy committee, known as ‘Copom’, will now always be announced after 6:30 p.m. (2130 
GMT) on the second day of its two-day meetings. Up to Copom’s last meeting on Dec. 8-9, 

Copom’s decision and accompanying statement were published after 6 p.m. on the second day, 
which is always a Wednesday. The decision on Dec. 9 was announced after 6:30 p.m. In a 
statement, the central bank said the publication of the Copom minutes will remain 8 a.m. on 

the Tuesday of the week following the policy decision and statement. Read more. 
 

SOCIÉTÉ GÉNÉRALE PROJECTS DOLLAR WILL REACH R$6 DUE TO FISCAL IMBALANCE 
IN BRAZIL 

https://www.reuters.com/article/idUSKBN29K2IO
https://www.reuters.com/article/idUSKBN29J1LD
https://www.reuters.com/article/idUSKBN29I2T4
https://www.reuters.com/article/idUSKBN29J2CL
https://www.reuters.com/article/idUSKBN29K0RW
https://www.reuters.com/article/idUSL1N2JO3EI
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The risk premiums on the yield curve will increase and the dollar will reach R$6, project Société 

Générale strategists, believing that the markets should expect further fiscal deterioration in 
Brazil. Read more. 
 

BRAZIL VICE PRESIDENT TRADES BARBS WITH FRANCE'S MACRON OVER AMAZON 
DEFORESTATION 

Brazilian Vice President Hamilton Mourão on Wednesday fired back at French President 
Emmanuel Macron’s criticisms that Brazilian soy is linked to Amazon deforestation, saying the 
European leader did not understand where most of Brazil’s soy comes from. “Mr. Macron is no 

good!” Mourão told reporters, speaking briefly in French. Mourão said the amount of soy 
produced in the Amazon is tiny and Brazil has the competitive advantage in agriculture, 

dedicating a much smaller proportion of its land to farming than France does. Read more. 
 
BRAZIL SOY FIRMS COMMIT TO ZERO DEFORESTATION FROM 2020 

Brazilian soy traders CJ Selecta, Caramuru and Imcopa have committed to zero deforestation 
in their respective supply chains, adding pressure on larger traders to accelerate environmental 

commitments. Their pledge involves a ban on trading soy grown on land deforested after August 
2020 in all of Brazil, going beyond a previous agreements among traders that only applied to 
the Amazon rainforest. Read more. 

 
NATURA EXEC SAYS BRAZIL NOT DOING ENOUGH TO STOP ILLEGAL DEFORESTATION 

Brazil’s government needs to do more to combat rising illegal deforestation in the Amazon 
rainforest that is damaging the country’s business reputation, said João Paulo Ferreira, Latin 
America CEO at cosmetics maker Natura & Co. The business community is having positive 

discussions with Vice President Hamilton Mourão, who has taken the lead on Amazon issues, 
Ferreira said. But this talk is still not being reflected in the actions of the government, he said. 

Read more. 
 

BRAZIL ENVIRONMENTAL FINES FALL 20% AS DEFORESTATION SOARS 
Brazil’s main environmental enforcement agency, Ibama, handed out 20% fewer fines in 2020, 
a Brazilian non-profit factchecking initiative said on Tuesday, as the government rolls back 

conservation efforts and Amazon deforestation skyrockets. The federal agency gave out 9,516 
fines in 2020 compared with 11,914 in 2019, according to an analysis of public databases by 

Fakebook.eco, which is run by the Climate Observatory campaign group. Since assuming office 
in 2019, right-wing president Jair Bolsonaro has sought to weaken Ibama here by cutting its 
funding and installing managers who have promoted softer tactics against illegal logging, 

farming and mining. Read more. 
 

FORD TO CLOSE BRAZIL MANUFACTURING OPERATIONS, TAKE $4.1 BILLION IN 
CHARGES 
Ford Motor Co said on Monday it will close its three plants in Brazil this year and take pretax 

charges of about $4.1 billion as the COVID-19 pandemic amplified the company’s under use of 
its manufacturing capacity. Production will cease immediately at Ford’s plants in Camaçari and 

Taubaté, with some parts production continuing for a few months to support inventories for 
aftermarket sales. The Troller plant in Belo Horizonte, Brazil, will continue to operate until the 
fourth quarter. Ford officials said the action was part of the $11 billion global restructuring 

previously forecast by the U.S. automaker, of which it had accounted for $4.2 billion through 
the third quarter of 2020. Ford shares closed up more than 3%. Read more. 

 
BOLSONARO SAYS FORD ENDING BRAZILIAN OPERATIONS DUE TO END OF 
SUBSIDIES 

Brazil’s President Jair Bolsonaro on Tuesday attributed Ford Motor Co.’s decision to close its 
three plants in Brazil to the end of multibillion-dollar subsidies from the government. “What 

does Ford want? Ford has yet to tell the truth, right? They want subsidies,” Bolsonaro said 
during a talk with supporters recorded on video and published on social media. Bolsonaro 

https://riotimesonline.com/brazil-news/brazil/business-brazil/dollar-to-reach-r6-due-to-fiscal-deterioration-in-brazil-projects-societe-generale/
https://www.reuters.com/article/idUSKBN29I2BK
https://www.reuters.com/article/idUSKBN29K2RA
https://www.reuters.com/article/idUSKBN29J23T
https://www.reuters.com/article/idUSL4N2JN2K2
https://www.reuters.com/article/idUSKBN29G2E9
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criticized the decision of past administrations to subsidize the industry with taxpayer money 

and lamented the loss of 5,000 jobs in the country. Read more. 
 
GENERAL MOTORS CEO IN SOUTH AMERICA SAYS INVESTING IN BRAZIL STILL 

WORTHWHILE 
In the week in which one of the most commented subjects was the end of the production of 

Ford vehicles in Brazil and the risk of other companies taking the same path, General Motors 
(GMCO34) CEO for South America, Carlos Zarlenga, who two years ago also threatened to close 
operations, says that the dimension of the Brazilian market is still attractive for investments in 

the sector. “I believe that it is still worth investing in Brazil,” he says. In early January, GM 
resumed its plan to invest R$10 billion (US$2 billion) over five years, announced in 2019 and 

which had been suspended since March, at the start of the Covid-19 pandemic. A critic of the 
tax system, which increases the cost of national products and exports, the executive points out 
that reforms need to proceed, particularly taxation. With five plants and sales leader in the 

country, the group changed its pricing strategy at the height of the crisis and sales in sharp 
decline, an initiative also embraced by other automakers. “We increased prices following the 

devaluation of the Real, something we hadn’t done in a long time”, he says. “I think it is a way 
to return to profitability”. Read more. 
 

BRAZIL'S BOLSONARO TO ALLOW CHINA'S HUAWEI IN 5G AUCTIONS: NEWSPAPER 
Brazil’s government will not seek to bar Chinese telecom equipment maker Huawei 

Technologies Co Ltd from 5G network auctions slated for June this year, newspaper Estado de 
S. Paulo reported on Saturday, citing government and industry sources. Financial costs 
potentially worth billions of dollars and the exit of ally President Donald Trump from the White 

House are forcing President Jair Bolsonaro to backtrack on his opposition to Huawei bidding to 
provide the next generation cellular network for carriers in Brazil, the paper said. Read more. 

 

HEALTH 
 
BRAZIL REPORTS MORE THAN 1,000 COVID-19 DEATHS FOR FOURTH CONSECUTIVE 

DAY 
Brazil had 69,198 new confirmed cases of the novel coronavirus reported in the past 24 hours 

(January 15), and 1,151 deaths from COVID-19, the fourth consecutive day with more than 
1,000 fatalities, the Health Ministry said on Friday. The ministry updated the data with 3,151 
new cases and 113 deaths in the last 24 hours in the city of Manaus, which is running out of 

oxygen as a second wave surge in COVID-19 infections overwhelms its hospitals. The South 
American country has now registered 8,390,341 cases since the pandemic began, while the 

official death toll has risen to 208,133, according to ministry data. It is the world’s third worst 
outbreak outside the United States and India. Read more. 
 

BRAZIL TO DECIDE SUNDAY ON EMERGENCY USE OF CHINESE AND BRITISH COVID-
19 VACCINES 

Brazil’s health regulator Anvisa said it has scheduled a meeting on Sunday to decide on the 
emergency use of COVID-19 vaccines developed by China’s Sinovac Biotec and by AstraZeneca 
PLC jointly with Oxford University. Read more. 

 
BRAZIL REGULATOR SAYS DOCUMENTS STILL MISSING FOR FAST-TRACK COVID-19 

VACCINE APPROVAL 
Brazil’s health regulator Anvisa said on Thursday that it still requires further documentation 
before it can approve emergency use requests for COVID-19 vaccines developed by 

AstraZeneca PLC and China Sinovac Biotech. Anvisa has scheduled a meeting on Sunday to 
decide on the fast-track approvals that would allow vaccination to get under way in Brazil next 

week. Read more 
 

https://www.reuters.com/article/idUSKBN29H224
https://riotimesonline.com/brazil-news/brazil/business-brazil/general-motors-ceo-in-south-america-says-investing-in-brazil-still-worthwhile/
https://www.reuters.com/article/idUSKBN29L0JM
https://www.reuters.com/article/idUSKBN29K2N7
https://www.reuters.com/article/idUSKBN29H2V8
https://www.reuters.com/article/idUSS0N2II03K
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NEW BRAZIL DATA SHOWS DISAPPOINTING 50.4% EFFICACY FOR CHINA'S 

CORONAVAC VACCINE 
A coronavirus vaccine developed by China’s Sinovac Biotech was just 50.4% effective at 
preventing symptomatic infections in a Brazilian trial, researchers said on Tuesday, barely 

enough for regulatory approval and well below the rate announced last week. The latest results 
are a major disappointment for Brazil, as the Chinese vaccine is one of two that the federal 

government has lined up to begin immunization during the second wave of the world’s second-
deadliest COVID-19 outbreak. Read more. 
 

BRAZIL'S BOLSONARO SAYS HE WAS RIGHT TO QUESTION CHINESE COVID-19 
VACCINE 

Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro said on Wednesday he was right to criticize the credibility of 
a Chinese COVID-19 vaccine developed by Sinovac Biotech that posted disappointing efficacy 
results in local trials. On Tuesday, researchers in Sao Paulo state announced that the Chinese 

vaccine was 50.4% effective at preventing symptomatic infections in a local trial - barely 
enough for regulatory approval and well below the rate announced last week. Read more. 

 
BRAZIL HEALTH MINISTRY SEEKS IMMEDIATE DELIVERY OF 6 MILLION SINOVAC 
COVID-19 DOSES 

Brazil’s Health Ministry on Friday requested immediate delivery of 6 million doses of the COVID-
19 vaccine developed by China’s Sinovac, saying it needed them for its planned launch of 

immunizations next week. The vaccines are to be delivered by São Paulo’s Butantan biomedical 
center, which is partnering with Sinovac. Health regulator Anvisa is set to decide on authorizing 
emergency use of Sinovac’s Coronavac as well as a vaccine developed by Oxford University and 

AstraZeneca on Sunday. Read more. 
 

BRAZIL COMPANY REQUESTS EMERGENCY USE APPROVAL FOR RUSSIAN VACCINE 
Brazilian pharmaceutical company União Química said on Friday that, together with the Russian 

Direct Investment Fund (RDIF), it has requested regulatory approval for emergency use of 
Russia’s COVID-19 vaccine Sputnik V. The request, filed with Brazilian health regulator Anvisa, 
seeks approval for the use of 10 million doses of Sputnik V in Brazil in the first quarter of 2021, 

the company said in a statement issued in Moscow. Anvisa officials said the Russian vaccine 
would have to be submitted to Phase III clinical trials in Brazil before its use can be authorized. 

Read more. 
 
MOST BRAZILIAN CITIES HAVE SYRINGES NEEDED FOR COVID-19 VACCINATIONS: 

MAYORS 
Most of Brazil's 5,570 municipalities have enough syringes to begin vaccinating residents 

against the novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19), the National Front of Mayors (known by its 
Portuguese acronym FNP) announced Thursday, January 14th. Read more. 
 

BRAZIL'S HAPVIDA STILL INTERESTED IN ACQUISITIONS AFTER DEAL WITH 
INTERMEDICA 

Brazilian healthcare company Hapvida SA would remain interested in acquiring “high quality 
assets” after a potential tie-up with its rival Notre Dame Intermedica, its CEO Jorge Pinheiro 
told analysts on Monday. On Friday, Hapvida offered to buy Intermedica in a all-shares deal, 

valuing it at 49 billion reais ($8.94 billion), creating a healthcare giant. Intermedica said it will 
analyze the offer. Read more. 

 

https://www.reuters.com/article/idUSKBN29H2CE
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-brazil-bolsonaro/brazils-bolsonaro-says-he-was-right-to-question-chinese-covid-19-vaccine-idUSL1N2JO1E2
https://www.reuters.com/article/idUSKBN29K2JO
https://www.reuters.com/article/idUSKBN29L01O
https://riotimesonline.com/brazil-news/miscellaneous/covid-19/most-brazilian-cities-armed-with-syringes-needed-for-covid-19-vaccination-mayors/
https://www.reuters.com/article/idUSS0N2IU007

