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POLITICS 
 
IBGE: BRAZILIAN ECONOMY REBOUNDS 7.7% IN THIRD QUARTER 

Brazil’s economy rebounded by 7.7 percent in the third quarter compared with the second, 
coming out of the recession it had been briefly plunged into by the coronavirus pandemic, the 

statistics institute IBGE announced Thursday, December 3rd. Read more. 
 
BRAZILIAN INDUSTRY GROWS FOR SIXTH CONSECUTIVE MONTH, SURPASSES PRE-

PANDEMIC LEVEL 
The third quarter kicked off with a strong start in the Brazilian industry, with production growing 

for the sixth month in a row in October and exceeding the pre-pandemic level by more than 
1%. Read more.  

 
BRAZIL'S BOLSONARO SAYS COVID-19 EMERGENCY INCOME AID CANNOT GO ON 
FOREVER 

Brazil’s President Jair Bolsonaro said on Tuesday that his government will not be able to 
“perpetuate” the emergency benefits granted to low-paid and informal workers during the 

coronavirus pandemic. The payments began in April at 600 reais a month and were reduced in 
September by half. The program will end in December. Read more. 
 

ANALYSIS: BRAZIL’S POOR FEAR LOOMING END OF COVID EMERGENCY CASH 
Santos, her husband and their three children live in a two-room shack in a squatter camp, 

where nearly everyone receives the Covid-19 relief payments -- as do more than 67 million 
low-income workers in Brazil. Read more. 
 

IMF SAYS BRAZIL SHOULD PREPARE TO STRETCH AID AND STIMULATE THE ECONOMY 
The end of economic stimuli, such as emergency aid, and the persistence of the new coronavirus 

pandemic, which encourages social isolation, will reduce household consumption, and affect 
Brazil's economic recovery. The restriction scenario appears in a report on Brazil, released on 
Wednesday (2), by the IMF (International Monetary Fund). Read more. 

 
BRAZIL’S JOYLESS MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS ARE OVER: SO WHAT HAVE WE LEARNED? 

Brazil’s municipal elections concluded this week as 57 Brazilian cities held run-off races for 
Mayor. These contests were fiercely fought, sometimes downright ugly, and – as Presidential 
mid-term elections are wont to be – closely scrutinized for signs of shifting electoral sentiment. 

In this year’s relatively dour election cycle, political messages were not hard to discern. Read 
more. 

 
MDB, DEM AND PSDB CONQUER HALF OF BRAZILIAN CAPITALS AND CEMENT CENTER 
POWER 

The result cements the trend observed in the first round that the political center would be the 
big winner of this year's municipal disputes - combined, the three parties will hold 13 of the 26 

state seats in which there are City Halls (Brasília does not have one). Read more. 
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LEFT-WING ACCUMULATES DEFEATS IN SECOND ROUND AND PT LOSES MAYORS IN 

CAPITAL CITIES 
The PT (Workers' Party) failed to elect any mayor in a capital city for the first time in history. 
The PSOL (Socialism and Liberty Party) candidate in São Paulo, Guilherme Boulos, suffered a 

larger setback than projected in the polls. Read more. 
 

BRAZIL’S JAIR BOLSONARO FACES CHALLENGE FROM THE CENTRE AFTER LOCAL 
ELECTIONS 
Results complicate populist president’s path to delivering on economic agenda ahead of 2022. 

Read more. 
 

BRAZIL’S FORMER JUSTICE MINISTER SÉRGIO MORO HAS NEW JOB SEVEN MONTHS 
AFTER LEAVING BOLSONARO GOVERNMENT 
Seven months after leaving the Bolsonaro government, Sérgio Moro has a new job. On Sunday, 

November 29th, Alvarez & Marsal announced the ex-Minister as the new General Director of 
Disputes, Investigations, and Compliance, in São Paulo. Alvarez is one of the largest corporate 

recovery consulting firms in the world, with 5,000 employees in four continents, with eight 
offices in Brazil. Read more. 
 

BRAZIL’S BOLSONARO TO WAIT ‘A BIT LONGER’ TO RECOGNIZE WINNER OF U.S. 
ELECTION 

Brazil’s conservative President Jair Bolsonaro said on Sunday, November 29th, he will wait “a 
little bit longer” to recognize a winner in the U.S. presidential election, suggesting there was 
evidence of fraud in the process. Read more. 

 
DEFORESTATION IN THE AMAZON BREAKS RECORD AND GROWS 9.5% FROM 2019 

TO 2020 
Deforestation in the Amazon grew by 9.5% from August 2019 to July 2020 compared to the 

previous period, from 2018 to 2019. In total, 11,088 km² of forest were cut down despite the 
Army's presence under Operation Green Brazil 2. The consolidated data for the year, released 
on Monday (30th), is the first that solely reflects the Jair Bolsonaro administration's 

management. Read more. 
 

COVID-19: BOLSONARO DISREGARDS UNITED NATIONS MEETING WITH 90 
PRESIDENTS 
Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro is not attending a meeting organized by the United Nations 

on Thursday and Friday to address the impact of Covid-19. A total of 90 presidents and heads 
of government are taking part in the meeting at the United Nations General Assembly to 

coordinate an international effort to tackle the crisis. All of the world’s governments have been 
invited. But in the list published by the UN, Brazil will only be represented by Foreign Minister 
Ernesto Araújo and, consequently, has been placed at the bottom of the speech line. According 

to the diplomatic protocol, priority is given to presidents and prime ministers. Read more. 
 

EDUARDO BOLSONARO SAYS MASKS WON’T BE MANDATORY IN HIS OFFICE 
Eduardo Bolsonaro wrote on his social media that he will hang in his Chamber of Deputies office 
a sign advising that wearing masks is not mandatory. President Jair Bolsonaro‘s son wrote 

about the issue commenting on the note published by ‘Painel’ column on Wednesday, December 
3rd and shared by state deputy Frederico D’Ávila. Read more. 

 

HEALTH 
 
FEW PHARMACEUTICAL COMPANIES HAVE THE STRENGTH TO SERVE BRAZIL, SAYS 

PAZUELLO 
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The Minister of Health, Eduardo Pazuello, expressed concern yesterday about the capacity of 

the main laboratories in the world to deliver to Brazil the volume of vaccines necessary to 
immunize the population against covid-19. According to him, a maximum of three companies 
would be able to meet all the demand. Read more. 

 
BRAZIL OPENS ROUTE FOR EMERGENCY APPROVAL OF COVID-19 VACCINES 

Brazil’s health ministry said on Sunday, November 22nd, it will sign non-binding letters of intent 
to purchase coronavirus vaccines from four companies and Russia’s sovereign wealth fund, 
adding that any purchase will depend on the approval of the nation’s regulators. Read more. 

 
ANVISA JOINS INTERNATIONAL GROUP THAT CAN STREAMLINE VACCINE 

CERTIFICATION AGAINST COVID 
Anvisa (National Health Surveillance Agency) reported on Monday (30) that it was formally 
accepted as a member of an international initiative for pharmaceutical research, the PIC / S 

(the acronym in English for Cooperative Scheme in Pharmaceutical Inspection). Membership 
can facilitate the certification process for a vaccine against Covid-19. Read more. 

 
VACCINE WILL NOT BE GIVEN TO ENTIRE POPULATION, SAYS BRAZILIAN 
GOVERNMENT 

Once the Covid-19 vaccine is approved, it will not be offered to the entire population in 2021. 
According to the Ministry of Health, it will only be offered to groups at higher risk of exposure 

and complications from the disease. Read more. 
 
BRAZIL’S COVID VACCINATION PRIORITIES: ELDERLY, HEALTHCARE 

PROFESSIONALS, INDIGENOUS PEOPLE 
The Ministry of Health on Tuesday, December 1st, released the first points of the “preliminary” 

strategy for vaccinating the population against Covid-19. According to the portfolio, the plan 
will be divided into four stages. Read more. 

 
BRAZILIAN HEALTH MINISTER SAYS AFTER ELECTIONS “NO MORE TALK OF SOCIAL 
DISTANCING” 

Amid restrictions in some parts of the country to reduce the spread of the novel coronavirus, 
Minister of Health Eduardo Pazuello said on Wednesday, December 2nd, that there can be no 

more discussion about social distancing after the campaign for municipal elections was 
conducted with crowds and there was no “increase in infection” by the coronavirus in Brazil. 
However, the Minister’s statement was criticized by experts. Figures also show an increase in 

infections. Read more. 
 

BRAZILIAN SENATE CONFIRMS RELEASE OF NEARLY R$2 BILLION TO ENABLE 
OXFORD VACCINE 
A Provisional Measure for the release of this extraordinary credit had also been passed on 

Wednesday by the Chamber of Deputies. Yesterday was the last day for the measure to be 
passed in both Legislative Houses before expiring. Read more. 

 
SÃO PAULO’S BUTANTAN RECEIVES ONE MILLION DOSES OF CHINESE COVID-19 
VACCINE 

It is the second shipment of the vaccine, which still needs approval from federal health regulator 
Anvisa before it can be used. 120,000 doses were received from China on November 19th. 

Read more. 
 
GOVERNOR SAYS SÃO PAULO RESIDENTS WILL BE IMMUNIZED FOR COVID-19 IN 

JANUARY 
São Paulo Governor Doria criticized the federal announcement that national immunization 

should begin in March 2021. The CoronaVac has not yet been included in the Ministry of Health's 
plan. Read more. 
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SAO PAULO IMPOSES COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS AS CASES SURGE AGAIN 
The state of Sao Paulo, home to Brazil’s biggest city, imposed stricter social distancing 
measures on Monday as it wrestles to contain a fresh rise in COVID-19 cases. Opening hours 

and capacities for bars, restaurants and shopping malls will be restricted in Brazil’s most 
populous state which has been the epicenter of the country’s coronavirus outbreak. Read more. 

 
INFOGRIPE REPORTS THAT 13 BRAZILIAN CAPITALS SHOW ADVANCING COVID-19 
TREND 

In only four states, the short and long-term trends show signs of decline or stabilization in all 
their health macro-regions: Acre, Amapá, Roraima and Sergipe. Read more. 

 
GOVERNMENT CREATES INTERMINISTERIAL COMMITTEE ON RARE DISEASES 
The federal government created the Interministerial Committee on Rare Diseases, which will 

operate under the Ministry of Women, Family and Human Rights until January 1, 2027. The 
decree , signed yesterday (3) by President Jair Bolsonaro, was published today ( 4) in the 

Federal Official Gazette. According to the text, the body is consultative, studies and articulation 
and will be aimed at stimulating the development of intersectoral public policies for people with 
rare diseases, encouraging the exchange of relevant experiences and practices between public 

administration, research institutions and representative entities and encourage the network of 
specialized centers and referral hospitals and other places of care for people with rare diseases 

in the public network. Read more. 
 
PARLIAMENTARIANS, GOVERNMENT AND CIVIL SOCIETY DISCUSS THE SITUATION 

OF RARE PATIENTS 
In the month of November, eight bills that deal with the expansion of the National Neonatal 

Screening Program began to pass in Congress. Of these, six were presented by deputies and 
two by senators. The topic has been widely discussed in the Parliamentary Front for Rare 

Diseases, coordinated by deputy Diego Garcia (Pode-PR), who is also the rapporteur of PL 
4237/2015, which deals with the expansion of the neonatal screening test. Last week, the 
Interdisciplinary Working Group on Rare Diseases, created by the Front, held a meeting with 

representatives of rare disease associations, and this and other issues involving the theme, 
such as the issue of incorporating Spinraza into types II and III of Spinal Muscular Atrophy 

(EBF) by SUS were discussed. Read more. 
 
ANS MAKES AVAILABLE CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED IN THE PUBLIC CONSULTATION 

OF ROL 
The National Supplementary Health Agency (ANS) made available the list of contributions 

received in Public Consultation No. 81, on the update of the List of Procedures and Events in 
Health - Cycle 2019 - 2020, held from 8/10/2020 to 21 / 11/2020. Read more. 
 

HEALTH INDUSTRY PRODUCED LESS EQUIPMENT IN 2020, SAYS SURVEY 
The Brazilian healthcare equipment industry produced 7.2% less between January to 

September compared to the same period in 2019, according to Abiis, which represents the 
sector. The organization says the cancellation of elective surgeries in the coronavirus pandemic 
contributed to the negative result. Read more. 
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